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RECOMMENDATION 


Birmingham,  with  the  assistance  of  SA 
who  has  extensive  knowledge^ concerning 

ated  the  request  of  Mr.  BAXlEY  and  it  is  felt 

that,  in  the  admitted  absence  of  information  other  than 
what  was  furnished  to  him  by  an  informant  in  1971,  compliance  \ 
with  his  request  be  resisted.  Mr.  BAXLEY  declined  to 
elaborate  on  the  nature  of  his  informant's  information  and 
was  generally  vague  in  providing  a basis  for  conducting 
additional  investigation,  other  than  to  state  that  with  the 
passage  of  time  an  atmosphere  of  cooperation  may  have 
developed  in  which  certain  individuals  may  be  willing  to 


As  to  the  individuals  on  whom  Mr.  BAXLEY  requested 
information  (see  page  2 of  LHM) , with  the  exception  of  the 
unidentified  Birmingham  Police  Lieutenant,  the  files  of  the  F.B.I 
Birmingham  contain  numerous  references , inasmuch  as  during 
investigation  of  this  case  they  were  contacted  because  of 
their  association  or  affiliation  with  individuals  who,  because 
of  their  background  or  other  reason,  might  have  knowledge 
concerning  this  matter.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that 
considerable  information  developed  on  each  of  these  individuals 
could  possibly  have  originated  from  confidential  sources  whose 
position  in  the  community  and  in  some  instances  personal  safety 
are  contingent  today  on  maintaining  the  confidentiality  of  the 
information  furnished  in  this  matter.  For  this  reason,  the 
Bureau  may  desire  to  have  an  official  personally  discuss  this 
matter  with  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  Department  of  Justice, 
in  order  to  insure  that  the  Bureau's  interests  are  fully 
protected. 
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BOMBING  MATTERS 


For  the  information  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
Attorney  General  WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY,  State  of  Alabama, 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  at  his  request,  was  contacted  on  April 
21,  1975,  by  the  Special  Agent  in  Charge,  F.B.I.,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  at  which  time  Mr.  BAXLEY  advised  that  his  office 
had  information  from  an  informant  which  he  felt  justified 
additional  inquiry  in  captioned  matter.  Mr.  BAXLEY  declined 
to  identify  the  informant  and  indicated  he  desired  that  the 
results  of  certain  investigation  conducted  by  the  F.B.I. 
during  its  exhaustive  investigation  in  this  matter  be  made 
available  to  his  investigators  for  use  in  pursuing  his 
informant's  information.  He  also  indicated  that  Agents  of 
the  F.B.I.  could  participate  in  joint  investigation  with 
his  investigators,  but,  whether  or  not  F.B.I.  Agents  did 
participate,  it  was  his  intention  that  investigation  would 
be  conducted  as  a result  of  information  from  this  informant. 


It  should  be  noted  that  during  April,  1971,  Mr. 
BAXLEY  contacted  the  FBI,  Birmingham,  shortly  after  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  for  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  which  time  he  indicated  that  one  of  the  great 
aims  during  his  term  as  Alabama  Attorney  General  would  be  to 
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investigators  had  been  in  contact  with  a source  and  that  this 
source  could  possibly  provide  information  concerning  captioned 
matter.  Mr.  BAXLEY  would  not  identify  this  source  or  the 
nature  of  the  information  that  the  source  could  possibly 
provide.  At  that  time  he  requested  the  results  of  several 
interviews  of  individuals  suspected  by  him  of  involvement  in 
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4-29-75 


RE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA/  9-15-63  , 


this  case,  along  with  results  of  considerable  F.B.I.  investigation 
as  to  the  gathering  of  evidence,  identities  of  individuals 
developed  from  investigation  as  being  in  the  Birmingham  area 
during  the  period  of  the  bombing,  and  to  review  results  of  certain 
F.B.I.  polygraph  examinations  conducted  during  investigation  of 
this  case.  After  making  this  request,  Mr.  BAXLEY  was  informed 
that  inasmuch  as  this  case  was  under  active  investigation  at  the 
time  his  request  was  being  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  Department  of 
Justice.  Mr.  BAXLEY  did  not  pursue  his  request  further  at 
this  time. 


During  an  appointment  with  Mr.  BAXLEY,  on  April 
25,  1975,  it  was  determined  that  he  was  in  possession  of  no 
additional  information  from  the  informant  that  had  not  been 
available  to  him  in  April,  1971.  It  was  his  feeling  that  with 
the  passage  of  time  certain  individuals  who  had  been  previously 
interviewed  by  the  F.B.I.  may  be  inclined  to  broader  cooperation 
with  law  enforcement  officers  than 
contacted. 


JAXLEY 

was  informed  that  it  should  be  borne  in  mind”tEa^TTie  vast 
majority  of  the  F.B.I.  investigation,  including  interviews  with 
many  individuals,  was  conducted  in  some  instances  over  ten  years 
ago,  and  that  considerable  difficulty  might  be  encountered  in 
reconciling  information  provided  by  these  individuals  to  the  F.B, 
with  their  current  recollection.  Mr.  BAXLEY  seemed  determined 
in  proceeding  ahead  in  order  to  fulfill  his  original  goal  of 
solving  this  case  during  his  tenure  as  Alabama  Attorney  General. 
He  requested  that  the  results  of  interviews  with  the  following 
individuals  be  made  available  at  this  time: 
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RE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9-15-63. 


.ne  nj.es  ot  tne  r.n.i.,  Dinuxiiguaui 
contain  numerous  references  on  each  of  the  above  individuals, 
inasmuch  as  during  investigation  of  this  case  they  were 
contacted  because  of  their  association  or  affiliation  with 
individuals  who,  because  of  their  background  or  other  reason, 
might  have  knowledge  concerning  this  matter.  It  should  also 
be  pointed  out  that  considerable  information  developed  on 
each  of  these  individuals  could  possibly  have  originated  from 
confidential  sources  whose  position  in  the  community  and  in 
some  instances  personal  safety  are  contingent  today  on 
maintaining  the  confidentiality  of  the  information  furnished 
in  this  matter. 


Mr.  BAXLEY  claimed  that  any  investigative  reports 
provided  by  the  F.B.I.  would  be  available  only  to  authorized 
investigators  of  his  office.  Mr.  BAXLEY  was  advised  that  his 
request  would  be  referred  to  the  Qivil  Rights  Division, 
Department  of  Justice  for  appropriate  action. 
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This  is  the  case  of  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church , Birmingham,  Alabama,  9/15/63,  which  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  4 Negro  girls,  injuries  to  16  other  persons  midj^ 
extensive  property  damage.  ^0^  m 

. My  memorandum  4/22/75  advised  you  that  Mr.  ‘William  J. 

^“T^xley,  Attorney  General,  State  of  Alabama,  had  contacted 
Mr . Reed  in  the  Director's  Office  indicating  he  had  additional 
information  in  this  matter  and  that  he  desired  to  see  SAC, 
Birmingham,  in  that  regard.  SAC,  Birmingham,  conferred  with 
Baxley  on  4/25/75  and  this  memorandum  advises  you  of  the  results 
and  also  recommends  action  to  be  taken. 


As  you  were  previously  advised,  Baxley  previously 
contacted  FBIHQ  in  April,  1971.  During  resulting  contact  by 
SAC,  Birmingham,  he  indicated  he  had  an  informant  believed  by 
him  to  be  of  material  assistance  and  he  requested  certain  results 
of  our  prior  investigation.  His  request  was  referred  to  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD) (instant  case  supervised  by  tint 
Division)  and  he  was  so  advised.  We  told  CRD  we  were  taking  no 
further  action  regarding  his  request  in  the  absence  of  specific 
instructions  and  no  such  instructions  have  been  received  from  CRD 

1ST  104  RES  44  /£■?  /JAP 

When  recontacted  in  response  to  his  current  requestf, 
Baxley  advised  an  informant,  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  had 
provided  information  he  felt  warranted  additional  investigation. 
He  said  it  was  the  same  information  he  had  in  1971,  that  he  had 
not  had  the  opportunity  to  develop  same,  but  feltFtHat  W lAsh “OilT 
passage  of  time,  certain  individuals  previously  now 

be  cooperative.  He  asked  that  FBI  Aeents  participate  nolRtly 
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■with  his  investigators  in  the  "additional  investigation."  He 
was  told  this  could  not  be  done  but  that  if  there  existed 
additional  information  constituting  a basis  for  logical  inves- 
tigation, upon  receipt  ve  would  conduct  such  investigation. 

Baxley  said  he  preferred  that  the  investigation  be  controlled 
from  his  office. 

Baxley  said  if  Agents  were  not  available  to  participate 
in  the  joint  investigation,  he  would  appreciate  receiving  results 
of  certain  aspects  of  our  prior  investigation  to  assist  him. 

He  said  any  reports  furnished  would  be  made  available  only  to 
authorized  investigators  of  his  office. 

SAG,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  the  above  request  be 
resisted.  He  pointed  out  that  Baxley  declined  to  elaborate  on 
the  nature  of  the  "new  information"  and  was  generally  vague 
about  it.  The  results  of  investigation  he  requested  consists 
of  interviews  of  individuals  previously  interviewed  by  us  based 
on  their  association  with  other  individuals  who,  because  of 
their  background  or  activities,  may  have  had  knowledge  concerning 
the  case.  SAG,  Birmingham,  feels  disclosure  of  the  requested 
information  could  lead  to  a breach  of  confidentiality  concerning 
persons  previously  interviewed  and  suggested  the  matter  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  CRD  to  insure  that  our  interests  are  fully 

r — - 


Our  responsibility  appears  to  consist  of  forwarding 
Baxley's  request  to  CRD  for  its  consideration;  any  other  action 
appears  inappropriate  at  this  time. 

ACTION: 


LHM  setting  out  details  of  this  matter  and  advising  that  no 
further  action  is  being  taken  in  the  absence  of  a specific 
CRD  request. 
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UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  THE  16111  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Reference  is  made  to  my  memorandum  dated  April  12, 
1971,  wherein  you  were  advised  that  Mr.  William  J.  Baxley, 
Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  had  requested  the 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  investigation  conducted  by  this 
Bureau  in  captioned  case.  As  you  vere  advised  at  that  time, 
Mr,  Baxley  vas  told  his  request  had  been  referred  to  your 
Division. 


Mr.  Baxley  has  again  contacted  this  Bureau  requesting 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  FBI  investigation  in  captioned 
case.  He  vas  again  told  that  his  request  would  be  referred  to 
the  Civil  Rights  Division.  Enclosed  is  a memorandum  setting 
out  details  of  that  contact. 

No  further  action  will  be  taken  by  this  Bureau 
regarding  Mr.  Baxley's  request  in  the  absence  of  specific 
instructions  from  you. 
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BAPBOM  is  the  code  word  for  the  investig 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/16/63  which  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  4 Negro  girls,  injuries 
to  16  other  persons  and  extensive  property  damage.  Purpose  of 
this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  the  receipt  of  a request  on  12/1/75, 
via  Robert  Havel,  Director,  Office  of  Public  Information, 

Department  of  Justice,  from  William  J.  Baxley,  Attorney  General ,f  ') 
State  of  Alabama,  for  certain  results  of  our  investigation  in  , V/ 
captioned  case.  / 

On  4/5/71  Mr.  Baxley,  then  recently  elected  as  Alabama 
Attorney  General,  contacted  FBIHQ  advising  he  had  launched  an 
inquiry  into  this  case  and  desired  assistance.  He  said  he  had 
an  informant  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
of  material  assistance.  He  requested  the  names  of  witnesses  who 
could  place  certain  suspects  in  Birmingham  on  9/16/63,  any 
available  information  as  to  automobiles  then  operated  by  the 
suspects,  nature  of  explosive  device  or  devices  used  in  the 
bombing  and  advice  as  to  any  polygraph  tests  afforded  to  the 
suspects.  He  also  wanted  to  interview  the  polygraph  operator (s) 
who  may  have  administered  any  such  examinations.  His  request  was 
referred  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  with  the  statement  that  the 
FBI  was  taking  no  further  action  in  the  absence  of  a specific 
request  from  the  Department.  Mr.  Baxley  was  advised  of  the 
referral.  No  ins  truet-l&E®.  were  received  from  the  Department.  i"h  ~ 


Mr.  Baxley 


were  received  from  the  Department.  i"h  ~ 
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again  contacted  FBIHQ  on  4/18/75  indicating 
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by  SAC,  Birmingham,  he  stated  he  had  information  from  an  informant 
whom  he  declined  to  identify  which  warranted  contact  with  numerous 
individuals  previously  interviewed  by  the  FBI.  He  declined  to 
elaborate  on  the  information  but  indicated  it  was  essentially  the 
same  information  he  had  in  1971.  He  requested  that  FBI  Agents 
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jointly  participate  with  his  investigators  in  any  additional 
investigation  which  might  be  conducted  and  that  if  this  were 
not  possible,  that  results  of  our  prior  interviews  of  certain  named 
individuals  be  made  available  to  him.  He  was  advised  that  if 
he  had  any  new  information,  we  would  conduct  any  necessary 
additional  investigation  but  that  Agents  could  not  be  made 
available  to  assist  him.  SAC,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  the 
request  be  resisted  because  Baxley  declined  to  explain  the 
nature  of  his  "new  information"  and  because  disclosure  of  results 
of  prior  interviews  might  lead  to  breaches  of  confidentiality 
regarding  persons  previously  interviewed.  However,  Mr.  Baxley's 
request  was  ? gain  f GrwS,rd eu  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  with 
advice  that  we  were  taking  no  further  action  in  the  absence  of 
specific  instructions  from  the  Department.  No  such  instructions 
were  received.  Departmental  Attorney  William  Gardiner,  Civil 
Rights  Division,  subsequently  inquired  telephonically  as  to  the  * 
action  desired  by  the  Bureau  in  this  matter.  It  was  pointed  out 
to  him  that  Baxley  declined  to  furnish  any  of  his  information  to 
us,  the  disclosure  of  some  of  the  investigations  requested  might 
result  in  compromising  confidentialities,  but  that  the  decision 
regarding  dissemination  was  that  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Havel  was  apprised  of  the  above  background.  He 
requested  that  the  Civil  Rights  Division  be  contacted  and  that  he 
be  advised  of  the  results.  On  12/1/75  this  matter  was  discussed 
with  Departmental  Attorney  Gardiner  who  stated  the  Department's 
case  is  closed,  that  it  has  no  objection  to  furnishing  the 
requested  information  to  Baxley  and  that  he,  Gardiner,  will  forward 
a communication  so  stating.  Mr.  Havel  was  advised  accordingly. 

Our  investigation  in  this  matter  was  closed  in  1973 
except  for  the  submission  by  Birmingham  of  logical  fingerprints  for 
comparison  with  latent  prints  recovered  during  the  investigation. 


ACTION 

1.  It  is  recommended  that  upon  receipt  of  the  Department’s 
communication,  SAC,  Birmingham,  be  instructed  to  make  available  to 
Mr.  Baxley  the  results  of  our  prior  interviews  of  persons  previously 
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2.  SAC,  Birmingham  is  being  alerted  telephonically  of  the 
impending  request. 
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RXaHAlRTJSL  TO  DI&ACTOB  DATED  APRIL  2%  197J*  SKCLOSIKG  LEM 
AID  BOCAL  DECEMBER  4,  1176. 

0*  DECEMBER  1,  1975,  ALABAMA  STATE  ATTOSXEY  GEKEEAL  WILLIAM 
BAXLST  CONTACTED  DEPARTSLRT  OF  JUSTICE  AID  RESTATED  HIS  HUGEST 

DBfVrmrCT  V WiTU'  Wt  Vfttt  TV  llhoyr  Imc  »nn  nt  bm  m. 

«W*>  »v  «w  *»  *rn>M|  IVf  U,  cun  HfrdUbia  Ur  U.U1AU 

ASPECTS  OF  FBI  INVESTIGATION  II  CAPTIC&ED  MATTER. 

BT  LETTER  DATED  DECEMBER  3.  1975,  CIVIL  RIGHTS  PI V I SIC*  , 
HAS  ADVISED  IT  INTERPOSES  10  0BJECTI0E  TO  RELEASE  OF  AHY  IXFOil- 
HATIOE  FROM  BUT  ILLS  II  THIS  MATTER  TO  MR.  BAXLEY.  THEiUFGiLi, 

YOU  SHOULD  COMPLY  WITH  HIS  REQUEST. 

IF  ART  INFORMATION  REQUESTED  WOULD  Tn*D  TO  DISCLOSE  SOURCES 
■HOSE  IDENTITY  CAjQtOr  BE  DISCLOSED,  YOU  SHOULD  FURNISH  PERTHilT 
INFORMATION  ORALLY  10  AS  TO  PROTECT  SUCH  SOURCES. 

ADVISE  MR.  BAXLEY  PROMPTLY  OF  THE  RECEIPT  OF  DEP&  RTMCIT 
AUTHORISATION  FOB  RELEASE  OF  INFORMATION  REQUESTED  BY  HIM. 

UPOM  COMPLETION  OF  DISSEMINATION,  ADVISE  FBIHQ  AID  IDESTIFY 
iKFOCHATlQaf  FURR  I SHED  TO  MR.  BAXLEY. 
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Reference  is  made  to  a conversation  between  Special 
Agent  WHHH^of  your  Bureau  and  William  L.  Gardner  of 
this  Division  on  December  1,  1975,  concerning  the  renewed  si 

rPHIlPQ  t~  m^Hp  hu  A1  aKama  QhPho  A f-  fnmou  Ui  1 H o™ 

1 j nu-uiucy  ucaciai  niiiianj 

Baxley  for  access  to  certain  statements  and  memoranda  of  / 
interview  in  your  file  on  this  matter.  Reference  is  also 
made  to  your  memorandum  of  May  8,  1975,  concerning  the 
request  which  Mr.  Baxley  made  of  the  SAC  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama  some  time  prior  to  May  8. 

Your  memorandum  of  May  8 wasrhesubject  of  several 
telephone  conversations  between and  Mr.  Gardner. 
Attached  hereto  is  a Division  file  memorandum  reflecting 
those  conversations,  which  Mr.  Gardner  read  to^J^^m^km 
December  1 and  in  which^^m^^re-concurred. 

This  Division's  position  remains  the  same;  we  have 
no  objection  to  release  of  any  information  from  the  Bureau's 
files  to  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama.  We  are  in  no 
position  to  assess  whether  granting  the  request  would  jeopar- 
dize Bureau  sources  or  whether  the  request  is  not  made  in 


good  faith. 
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We  have  reviewed  the  file  and  Mr.  Baxley1 a request 
and  have  no  objection  to  your  complying  with  it. 

Attorney  General  Baxley  has  been  informed  by  the  SAC 
in  Birmingham  that  the  entire  file  can  be  revealed  to  him 
if  Bureau  headquarters  approves.  Please  inform  the  field 
office  that  you  have  no  objection  to  cooperating  with 
Mr.  Baxley.  Thank  you  for  your  efforts  in  this  regard. 


The  File 


v. 
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William  L.  Gardner 


Criminal  Section 


July  23,  1975 
WLG : 1 j r 
DJ  144-1-906 


I had  several  conversations  of  the 

Bombing  Unit  of  the  Bureau  (Tel.  175-46oi^concerning  their 
memorandum  of  May  8,  1975.  I explained  that  the 

request  seemed  somewhat  unusual  to  us  because  it  was  not  handled 

ao  a Pronrinifl  f-  Tn  fn  -r-m  n f-  i on  Ant-  r-omidct-  nn.^  f-Vtsf*  "ft-  x.Tf'iit  1 A flrmp.rr 


to  be  as  much  a Bureau  decision  as  anyone  else's  whether  to 
divulge  the  contents. of  the  reports.  I also  stated  that  the 
underlying  letterhead  memorandum  from  Birmingham  seemed  to 
indicate  that  disclosure  would  jeopardize  present  Bureau  sources 
and  that  we  were  in  no  position  to  make  a judgment  on  that  ques- 
tion. Accordingly,  I called  to  seek  their  opinion  as  to  what 
decision  they  expected  on  disclosure. 


> h 

to  \ 


checked  with  the  SAC  in  Birmingham  and  informed  me 
subsequently  that  the  SAC  felt  the  request  by  State  Attorney 
General  Baxley  was  not  made  in  good  faith  and  that  they  were 
not  particularly  enthusiastic  about  furnishing  the  information. 


We  agreed  that  Baxley  had  been  responded  to  by  the  SAC 
and  told  that  the  reports  v*ould  not  be  forthcoming  and  that  he 
should  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Civil  Rights  Division.  Bexley 
has  not  done  so.  We  agreed  not  to  send  a written  response  but 
to  file  the  request.  We  further  agreed  that  if  Baxley  renewed 
,his  request  either  to  us  or  to  the  Bureau  we  would  authorise  an 
oral  briefing  as  to  the  contents  of  the  statements,  thus  pre- 
serving any  parts  deemed  to  be  confidential. 
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BAPBOMB  is  the  code  word  for  the  investigation  of 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/16/63,  which  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  four  Negro 
girls,  injuries  to  sixteen  other  persons  and  extensive  property 
damage.  Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  receipt 
of  a request  from  the  Mayor  of  Birmingham  to  review  FBI  files 
regarding  above  case,  regarding  any  other  race-related  bombings 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1961-63  and 
concerning  the  beating  of  Freedom  Riders  at  the  Trailwav s Bus 
Station,  Birmingham/on  5/14/61. 


.My  letter  dated  12/15/75,  received  by  our  Birmingham  * 
Office  on  12/17/75,  Birmingham  Mayor  David  Vann  requested  thaty^j 
he  be  allowed  to  see  FBI  files  regarding  captioned  case  and  r t 
any  other  ’’race-related  bombings"  in  Birmingham  during  the  I 

period  1961-63.  Birmingham  teletype  dated  12/17/75,  advising  f 
of  receipt  of  request,  also  advised  efforts  were  being  made  to 
contact  Mayor  Vann  for  clarification  of  his  request,  A second 
letter  dated  12/17/75,  was  received  by  Birmingham  from  Mayor 
Vann  in  which  he  requested  that  he  also  be  allowed  to  see  FBI 
files  on  the  beating  of  the  Freedom  Riders  on  5/14/61,  at  the 
Trailway s Bus  Station,  Birmingham. 


SAC,  Birmingham  contacted  Mayor  Vann  on  12/18/75,  at 
which  time  Vann  advised  that  the  appearance  of  Gary  Thomas  Rowe 
before  a U.  S.  Congressional  committee  (apparently  referring 
to  the  testimony  of  former  FBI  Klan  informant  Gary  Thomas 
iRowe,  Jr.  before  the  U.  S.  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Intel- 
ligence Activities,  on  12/2/75)  caused  the  Freedom  Riders 
incident  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  by  the  Birmingham 
City  Council.  As  a result  Vann  had  the  Birmingham  Police 
Department  review  its  records  concerning  incidents  of  such 
\nature  during  the  early  1960’s.  After  receiving  the  results 
of  the  review,  he  felt  that  examination  of  FBI  files  on  the 
Freedom  Riders  case  and  captioned  case  would  provide  hijti  ^i^th 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Wannall 
Re : BAP BOMB 
157-1025 


a more  thorough  understanding  of  law  enforcement  efforts  in 
these  matters.  He  said  any  files  made  available  would  be  re- 
jviewed  by  two  "top"  Birmingham  Police  Officers  under  the 
Idirection  of  the  Chief  of  Police  and  one  of  Vann's  legal  aides 
•would  also  be  present. 

SAC,  Birmingham  advised  Vann  that  FBI  files,  in 
their  entirety,  would  not  be  made  available  and  that  infor- 
mation from  such  files  could  only  be  released  with  the  approval 
of  the  Department  of  Justice.  Vann  was  unable  to  elaborate 
further  on  the  nature  of  his  request  by  way  of  being  more 

I specific  as  to  the  type  or  nature  of  information  he  desired. 

He  asked  that  the  usual  steps  seeking  approval  of  his  request 
be  instituted  and  that  if  possible,  he  be  advised  prior  to 
12/29/75  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  his  request. 

You  will  recall  that  we  previously  received  a request 
for  certain  information  from  our  files  on  captioned  case  from 
the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama.  Following  receipt  of  Depart- 
mental approval,  dissemination  of  the  requested  information 
was  instituted  by  our  Birmingham  Office  and  is  continuing  at 
the  present  time. 

ACTION : 


Attached  for  approval  is  a letter  transmitting  to 
the  Civil  Rights  Division  the  request  of  Mayor  Vann. 


2 
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Assistant  Attorney  General 
Civil  Rights  Division 


Mayor  Vann  requested  that , if  possible,  he  be 
advised  prior  to  December  29#  1975,  as  to  whether  his 
request  had  been  approved  or  disapproved. 


Obviously,  FBI  files  as  such  can  not  be  made 
available  to  flayor  Van n in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  may 
contain  information  which  could  compromise  confidentialities 


investigative  techniques.  As  to  making  information  from 
such  files  available  to  him,  it  would  appear  that  the 
information  desired  will  have  to  be  specifically  defined 
both  for  the  purpose  of  your  decision  as  to  its  release 
and  for  the  purpose  of  locating  such  information  in  FBI 
files.  As  indicated  above.  Mayor  Vann  was  unable  to  furnish 
specifics. 


HOWevtii  f Lu  viww  tiic  HatUi c IlSyGi  VaTui 1 S 

request,  this  matter  is  being  forwarded  to  you  for  your 
consideration.  Your  advice  is  requested. 


As  a related  matter  of  interest,  you  will  recall 
that  a request  for  the  results  of  certain  information  of 
FBI  investigation  in  captioned  case  was  recently  received 
from  Mr.  William  J.  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
of  Alabama.  Following  receipt  of  your  authorisation, 
dissemination  of  that  information  to  Mr,  Baxley  was 
instituted  and  is  continuing. 
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TO  SAC/  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  .JANUARY -M,  1976 

FROM-DXaECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025)  1 

flSpBOMB. 

REURTEL  DATED  JANUARY  26,  1976.  A 

THE  REQUEST  OF  MAYOR  VANN  REFERRED  TO  IN  REFERENCED  j f 
TELETYPE  IS  BEING  REFERRED  TO  CIVIL  RIGHTS  DIVISION  OF  THE  \J^ 
DEPARTMENT  AND  YOU  SHOULD  SO  ADVISE  MAYOR  VANN.  j J | 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION,  MAYOR  VANN'S  REQUEST  IS  BEING  j j j 
FORWARDED  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  ADVISING  OF  THE  MANNER  IN  WH^OL^/ 
HIS  PREVIOUS  REQUEST  WAS  ANSWERED  AND  REQUESTING  CONCURRENCE  IN 
MAKING  A SIMILAR  RESPONSE  TO  HIS  CURRENT  REQUEST. 

™D  We- is/  5 7_  / QJ?£_~  ( / 2 
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BAPBOM  is  the  code  word  for  the  case  involving  the 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabam 
9/16/63. 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  recommend  act 
regarding  a requesi_J£gm  the  mayor  of  Birmingham,  David /vapn. 
to  revIew~TBI~~ files  regaxding-jaDlioned  case.  7 — 

B*»  m A n4-nJ  ll)/(>0/7R  t . 1 JJ__ 
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enclosure  attached  for  ready  reference)  you  were  advised  Mayor 
Vann,  through  our  Birmingham  Office,  requested  permission  to 
conduct  above-mentioned  file  review.  He  stated  recent  Congressions 
hearings  raised  the  issue  of  local  law  enforcement  efforts  in 
Birmingham  (firing  racial  incidents  in  early  1960s  and  he  felt 

(above  file  review  might  provide  him  with  a more  thorough  under- 
standing in  that  regard.  He  was  told  information  from  FBI  files 
could  only  be  released  with  approval  of  the  Department  of  Justice 
and  that  his  request  would  be  forwarded  to  the  Department.  /V 

/By  memorandum  1/13/76  the  Civil  Rights  Division  advise}/ 
in  effect  that  decision  as  to  release  of  information  would  be  .17  J 
left  to  the  Buread.  ' jp/ 

You  will  recall  that  at  the  present  time  our  Birmingham 
Office  is,  with  Departmental  authorization,  furnishing  certain 
information  from  its  flies  in  captioned  case  to  William  J.  Daxley, 

& + ftonAtirt  1 C+  « + /v  A1  j.  j » x.  i " j . * . ■*  - . « 
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presently  being  conducted- by  him  in  captioned  matter,  inasmuch  as 

the  r asking  law  enforcement  officer  of  the  State  is  presently 

^inquiring  into  this  case,  in  effect,  assuming  local  investigative 
jurisdiction,  it  wouI3  appear  improper  for  the  FBI  to  furnish  _ 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Wannall 

Re : BAPBOM 

157-1025 


information  in  ■ thajL  regard  to  Alabama  official s of  lesser  rank 
tong  so  mighT^subject  the  Bureau  to  criticism  oFtaMhlfTction 
of  a nature  which  might  interfere  with  the  Attorney  Genfral's 

appears  S ta  th!t 
Bureau  has  beerf  authorized  bv 
\J™*3**L  r equesiT  th  ST  the  Attorney 

J£L conductlng'Thvest .j&t ion“ I n ^this  jnatter 

Sro55S!SSr "iMbSfaodT  to  the*’ 
aS?? %rVO*iat  the  Bureau  feels  the 'Mayor's' ‘reauest 

avoid  n-o-J?J?»P-°?eri1'  “ade  “>  «x>  Attorney  General  so  as  ?o 

W?Htigatiln ' *^9a»c?. -?iiSL  .OenerUV'- 


Coordinated  with  the  Office  of  Legal  Counsel. 

ACTION: 

with  the  above  observations. 
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Birmingham  has  bee^jnjy^^^to  locate  any  copies  of  V 
the  material  furnished  its  files,  although 

it  appears  that  this  informatioi^wa^pEDbably  obtained  from  : 
the  Birmingham  files  and  furnished  to  the  Birmingham  Police  '' 
Department  at  an  unknown  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  infor- 
mation relating  to  a fishing  bobber.  V ' 

Birmingham  has  reviewed  all  FBI  Laboratory  Reports  in 
the  Bapbomb  and  related  bombing  cases  and  no  mention  was  ever  ■ 
made  in  these  reports  of  a fishing  bobber  being  found  at  any  of- 
the  crime  scene  searches.  , . . ;r  V 

The  above  information  is  being  furnished  to  the  Bureau 
to  aid  them  in  their  search  to  attempt  to  locate  copies  of  this 
material.  ' 

its  file  reviews  regarding 
upon  in  format  ionrelatineto 
P^Hppvhich  was  also  furnished  to  Birmingham 

on  1/19/76.  Upon  completion  of  the  necessary  rev^w^^KmrflHH 
will  submit  by  separate  communication  an  appropriate  letterhead 
memorandum  settine  forth  copies  of  the  information  furnished  by 

as  well  as  the  results  of  any 
inve^igi^^i^canducted  by  the  Birmingham  Office  in  connection 
withM^H 
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SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION, 
BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


I.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  AT  SCENE 


A complete  crime  scene  was  conducted  with  the 
aid  of  laboratory  experts  and  Bureau  Agents.  The  scene 
was  protected  by  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  by 
roping  off  the  area  and  placing  armed  guards. 

a.  An  examination  of  the  material,  consisting 
of  wood,  metal,  and  masonry  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
explosion  forwarded  to  the  FBI  Laboratory  failed  to  iden- 
tify the  type  of  explosive  due  to  a lack  of  residue. 

b.  No  fragments  of  a mechanical  timing  device, 
fuse,  or  blasting  caps  were  found.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  a small  red  plastic  and  wire  piece  was 
located  at  the  crime  scene  and  was  identified  as  part  of 
a fishing  bobber. 


II.  CHRONOLOGICAL  SUMMARY  OF  PRELIMINARY  INVESTIGATION 


A complete  neighborhood  embracing  several  blocks 
in  each  direction  front  the  church  was  conducted.  Interviews 
in  this  area  number  in  the  hundreds.  The  owners  of  all 
license  numbers  recorded  by  persons  on  the  bomb  site  9/15/63, 
as  well  as  those  recorded  by  Bureau  Agents  during  the  perti- 
nent time  .the  two  Sundays  following,  as  well  as  interview  of 
all  stores  open  in  the  vicinity  at  the  pertinent  time,  was 
conducted.  Automobile  owners  were  identified  and  interviewed 
as  to  reasons  why  they  were  in  the  vicinity  and  for  investi- 
gative leads. 

The  church  has  a membership  roster  of  400  names. 

Of  these,  about  150  were  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  the 
bombing.  All  have  been  located  and  interviewed,  but  nothing 
pertinent  developed. 


The  neighborhood  investigation  and  interview  of 
church  members  has  resulted  in  the  location  of  over  a dozen 
individuals  who  were  on  the  street  adjacent  to  the  church 
when  the  bomb  actually  exploded.  However,  none  can  remember 
seeing  a person  whose  actions  they  questioned.  (It  is  felt 
highly  possible  that  some  sort  of  a timing  device,  operated 
by  chemicals  or  non-metal  device,  could  have  been  used.) 

An  immediate  program  was  initiated  to  account  for 
the  whereabouts  of  individuals  known  to  both  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  and  the  FBI  as  capable  of  committing  bomb- 
ings. Also,  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  other  so-called 
hate  groups  in  Birmingham  and  surrounding  offices  were  located 
and  interviewed{  as  to  their  whereabouts  during  the  pertinent 
periods.  ^ 

All  kw  4 +4  m 

i.X  pyopcw  vo  uj  u uioi  agcu* 

cies  were  checked  out.  All  current  information  furnished 
anonymously  or  through  logical  sources  was  checked  immediately 
for  authenticity  and  possible  importance. 

Numerous  tips,  anonymous  and  otherwise,  conscientious 
citizens  supplying  names  of  suspects,  members  of  other  inves- 
tigative agencies  furnishing  names  of  suspects,  all  have  been 
checked  out. 


III.  INTERVIEW  OF  PEOPLE  IN  VICINITY  AT  TIME  OF  BOMBING 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS,  2505  32nd  Avenue, 

North,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  (phone  323-5140);  age  59  years; 
born  January  14,  1904,  Pratt  City,  Birmingham,  Alabama; 
employed  as  truck  driver  by  Rebuilt  Auto  Parts  Company, 

919  Avenue.  South.  Birmingham,  Alabama,  (phone  322-3579). 

CHAMBLISS  is  considered  a logical  suspect,  based 
upon  his  past  activities  and  associations;  his  extreme  anti- 
integration  views;  his  acts  of  physical  violence  against 
Negroes;  and  his  free  use  of  dynamite  in  terrorizing  tactics 
which  has  earned  for  him  the  nickname  of  "Dynamite  Bob". 
Formerly  employed  by  the  City  in  the  Garbage  Department, 
CHAMBLISS  was  discharged  because  of  unfavorable  publicity, 
brought  about  by  the  brutality  of  his  acts. 

CHAMBLISS  has  been  active  In  Ku  Klux  Klan  acti- 
vities, since  at  least  1946,  was  Exalted  Cyclops  of  the 
Klavern  until  1951,  when  he  abandoned  open  Ku  Klux  Klan 
activities  because  of  unfavorable  publicity. 


CHAMBLISS^ has  been  interviewed  at  length  by  FBI 
Agents  on  September  28,  1963*  ana  October  11,  iy63,  at  which 
time  he  denied  participation  or  knowledge  of  the  present 
bombings.  He  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  surveillances 
during  which  time  It  was  established  that  he  has  been  In 
contact  with  known  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  with 
well  known  pro-segregationlst  leaders  of  the  Birmingham 
area.  From  Interview,  CHAMBLISS  has  admitted  association 
with  these  people  and  has  identified  himself  as  being  a 
strong  segregationist. 

It  has  been  established  that  CHAMBLISS  was  at  

home  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  on  the  morning  of  Sgt ember  15, 
1963,  through  interview  oiMM— 
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UNITED  STATES  P^yIrnmENT 

Memorandum 

Wanm&J/, 


Mr.  V.  K. 


FROM! 


subj: 


BAPBOMB  is  the  code  word 


Callahan 


Axe c.  Dir.  _ 
D.p.  AP  Adrr 
Dap.  AD  tnv. 
Am.  Dlr.t 


bombing  of  the 
on  9/16/63. 


16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 


ring  the 
Birmingham , Alabama , 


Director  Sec'y  - 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  obtain  approval  of 
attached  letter  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD)  forwarding 
request  of  David  Vann,  Mayor  of  Birmingham,  for  review  of  FBI 
files  regarding  twelve  bombing  incidents  which  occurred  in 
Birmingham  during  the  period  1956-1965. 


My  memorandum  of  1/28/76  advised  of  receipt  of  above 
request  from  Mayor  Vann,  which  request  was  preceded.!  by  an 
earlier  request.  The  earlier  request  was  forwarded  to  the  CRD  > 
of  the  Department  and  the  Department  subsequently  deferred  to 
the  Bureau.  It  was  recommended  and  approved  that  Mayor  Vann  be 
advised  his  request  would  be  more  appropriately  directed  to  ^ 
William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  Alabama,  to  whom  informaljiop 
regarding  captioned  matter  is  being  furnished  in  connection  wtyi 
investigation  being  conducted  by  Mr.  Baxley.  By  above-mentiqnjfd 
memorandum  of  1/28/76  it  was  recommended  and  approved  that  Mm/or 
Vann's  current  request  be  forwarded  to  the  Department,  advising 
the  Department  of  the  manner  of  disposition  of  the  Mayor's  jsrior 
request  and  requesting  concurrence  in  responding  in  lilusLmhnner 
to  his  current  request. 


Extensivd  file  review  to  locate  necessary  information  so 

* 7\ftriO”rVw»on  t /'mi  1 fi  htt  Ani 
m ~ — 

in  question  has  been  completed. 


ACTION: 


Attached  for  approife\  a letter  to  the  CRD  forwarding 
Mayor  Vann's  request,  advising  CRD  of  the  manner  of  disposition  of 
Mayor  Vann's  prior  request  and  requesting  concurrence  in  similar 
handling  of  his  current  request.  l VJ  ““ 

BS8  FEB\/l976 
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OP1IOHAI  FORM  NO.  10 
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UNITED  STATES  Gt.  ✓ ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  W.  R.  Wannall 


1 - Mr.  N.  P.  Callahan 
1 
l 


Comp.  Syit,  . 
Ext.  Affolra  . 


BAPBOMB  Is  the  code  word  for  the  case  invo 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  In  Birmingham. 
Alabama,  on  9/16/63. 

Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  rnrpjpfr 
of  another^request  fr.offiJ3Lay.ld  Vann,  Mayor  ofJBirmlngham  and 


By  memorandum  12/22/75  you  were  advised  Mayor: Vann 
had  requested  to  review  FBI  files  in  captioned  case,  the 
beating  of  Freedom  Riders  on  5/14/61  at  the  Trailways  Bus  A f) 
Station,  Birmingham,  and  "any  other  race-related  bombings"  It  / / 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1961  to  1963 U / 
The  request  was  forwarded  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  a ntUy  / 
the  Department  subsequently  deferred  to  the  Bureau^  — f 
recommended  and  approved  that  SAC,  Birmingham  be  instruct4** 
to  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  the  Department  had  deferred  to  lie 
FBI  regarding  the  request,  that  information  in  captioned 
case  was  being  furnished  to  William  Baxley,  Alabama  Attorney 
General,  in  cbnnection  with  investigation  being  conducted 
by  Mr,  Baxley,  and  the  FBI  feels  that  his,  Vann*s,  request 
would  be  more  properly  directed  to  Mr.  Baxley  inasmuch  as 
the  furnishing  of  information  by  the  FBI  to  other  local 
and/or  state  officials  could  interfere  with  Mr.  Baxle^gL, 
investigation.  tX'llu  nr*  ...  / /*>/  / ^ . <'~J  *7 CA id 

r /o/'/  Vr^ 

Mayor  Vann  has  now  asked  to  review  FBI  file“  /N 
regarding  12  named  bombings  which  occurred  in  BirmingJumu*  — — — 
[during  the  period  12/25/56  to  4/1/65.  Birmingham  has 


seven  of  those  bombing  incidents  (which  occurred  during 
the  period  12/25/56  to  12/14/62).  Birmingham  also  advised 
investigation  was  conducted  regarding  the  other  five  cases 
named  by  Mayor  Vann  but  that  such  investigations  were 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  captioned  case.  , 

Enclosure  — ^ ^ ’ 
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Memorandum  to  Ur.  Wanna 11 

Be:  BAPBOM 

157-1025 


ll  SAC,  Birmingham,  has  recommended  that  Mayor  Vann  be 

IJadvised  that  his  current  request  would  be  more  properly  directed 
Ij to  Attorney  General  Baxley,  as  he  was  advised  regarding  his  prior 
H request . SAC,  Birmingham,  stated  that  unless  advised  to  the 
I contrary,  he  would  so  advise  Mayor  Vann  on  1/30/76.  On  1/29/76 
] Supervisoi^mmmmB^Birmingham,  was  telephonically 
Instructed  to  hold  in  abeyance  the  proposed  contact  with  Mayor 
Vann  pending  the  receipt  of  Bureau  instructions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1.  That  a letter  be  directed  to  the  Civil  Rights 
Division  forwarding  Mayor  Vann's  current  request,  advising 
the  Department  of  the  manner  in  which  his  previous  request 
has  been  answered  and  requesting  concurrence  in  response  in  a 
like  manner  to  his  current  request.  Appropriate  file  review 

ris  being  conducted  to  locate  necessary  information  so  that  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  may  be  appropriately  referred  to  prior 
information  furnished  to  that  division  relating  to  the  cases 
in  question. 


2.  That  attached  teletype  be  sent  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
instructing  him  to  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  the  Mayor's  current 
request  is  being -ref erred  to  the  Department. 


- 2 - 


Ass  it  taut  /.t  ter  nay  General 
Civil  Si^t*  bivisloa 


X*  Bobbins  of  r«tl£4o«$  ct  Fred  s,,  £huttlcjsv»rth, 
3111  29  th  lyw»«f  Ezrth,  Sln&inyhafi,  Dccer-ber  M, 
it $4.  {Letter  to  the  JUslstast^  Attorney  General 
Is  charge  of  »•  Criiusst  Dinti^e  c«w4  wcwtir  2f, 
155S>  ©apt toned  *Bw*  in  X»tr estate 

Ccseaerc*,  SUU  o*  Civil  fbtt 

latter  confirmed  irf creation  previously  furnished 
t&lepho&lcally  ob  the  mm  date  to  the  CU#f  of 
the  Civil  tights  Section  of  tbe  cricisal  division.) 

1*  BcuMos  of  the  Bet hoi  Baptist  church , tiri«iiMj?ha», 
Jane  39#  155?.  (lot tar  to  the  Attorney  Cesarel 
eaten  June  30#  1555 , cepti owau  *«aei#i  iitustiwr 
Barth  Biaatijft^Sae,  AlabasR*.'} 

3*  Bcdbing  of  reaideaee  of  na*chv<all, 

1104  12th  ivone.  Hortl,  July  17#  1951, 

(tetter  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Intelligence,  hepartsout  Of  the  toy,  dated 
July  11,  1931,  copy  to  the  C«0.) 

4.  - S„  Bosbinp  of  new  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 

13th  Avenue  sod  fiipaey,  £irvi»shass,  January  17,  1S£2/ 

tonbi»9  of  Triuftph,  the  Church  aad  Kin?doat  of  Cod  let ' 
Christ,  Teeple  17#  BixtirohoB,  January  17,  1962} 

fcowbiny  of  Bt,  Bale  AS®  lion  Church , 12th  Avenue  and 
C&haba,  ftir&isshe*,  January  17,  1913,  (letter  to  the 
Attorney  General  dated  January  17,  1962,  copy  to  the 

Ca!> t captxcneu  ~^csowb  Ssbjtsiir  SceMafS  vt  Use 

Bethel  Baptist  Cfcurchj  St,  Inks  Anc rlcan  Methodist 
Ppisccpal  lloo  Church j Triw*#h  Church  end  tingda* 
of  Cod  i»  Christ,  Iteaher  terra,  Birai«f*aa»,  Alabama, 
January  11,  1912#  Bee&ino  Hatters .*  Also,  eeoora»Cu» 
dated  Jascery  17#  1962,  at  fcir*ln$hA»,  fomr£ed  to 
the  CAB  os.  January  19,  1962,  captioned  'Best inn  of 
Sew  Bethel  Baptist  Church*  It,  lufee'e  A.H.H.  Bios 
church/  Triua^h  Church  end  lienee?  of  God  in  Chriat, 
te.  7,  Jaauery  Is#  1962,  iusisfoea,  lin^aiA/j 


Assistant  utters**/  General 
Civil  Hfhu  Sivilisa  a.  r 


7*  Bashing  of  Aethol  Baptist  Church,  Blr&lnghaK, 
r i*»©e«ber  14,  IS  62-  (letter  t©  the  Attorney  Cvnaral 
Waited  IS,  1H2,  copy  to  the  CEO,  r&ptionod 

*{?s)taovr.  fifibjeetfi  fcrbing  Vicinity  tf 
Baptist  cfcnreh,  Bi«d*sh*»,  Aiabara,  yecoafcer  14, 

1>62#  decline  Kattara  * * Moo,  soeorandua  £tU& 
l>e©eaber  IS,  1S<2,  at  Birsinghan.  captions* 

* tint  nova  Subject#*  Boshing  ®*  Bethel  Baptist 
Chercb,  Sireinghas,  AUbrsa,  fceeet&er  14,  IW2/ 
copy  fervarded  to  the  CAD  cm  aeceaber  17#  15S2.) 

t . Boe&i&v  of  residence  of  Art  bur  Shores,  lf?24 
Center  street,  fccrib,  Bireriaghae,  Aogost  24,  1*€1. 

f.  Bcebiag  of  residence  of  A.  £»  Bint,  721  12th 
Street,  t ns ley,  Bireiaghee,  Hay  11,  ISO. 

1C.  Eaitblftf  of  A.  C.  CastCts  Kofcsl,  ISIS  5th 

Avert©#,  !«ertfc,  SirMa$h»M,  ia»y  11,  1$€J. 

11.  BcrMog  of  residence  of  7,  t,  C rove  11 , 1312 
24tU  Event is,  Berth,  Binxinghn^,  April  1,  1SS5. 

12.  Bochin?  devices  foa»d  in  Blnclnghaie,  Kerch  21*22, 
1?*5,  end  April  1#  1S4S* 

Aegaj&ing  incident  #€,  the  facte  vtrt  £urr-i*h«2  to  the 
CRB  ©a  August  Id,  lt£J,  fcy  *s«a©ra»da*  dated  Aoguet  27,  ISO,  at 
Bimiavhaa.  ho  investigation  res  Institutes . Kovevor,  the 
residence  van  again  Naked  on  September  4,  150,  and  inveatigatioe 
van  cecductcd  at  t be  regseet  of  the  Aaaiatagt  Attorney  General  in 

_ . i.L  . Akn  _ ..  js.o*.^a 

ca«f»  ttt  uw  viw.  z«o  w*.  w v«k^vw 

October  11,  ISO,  at  ri  rale  ghats,  captioned  ’’Boobing  of  Baaidence 
v ©f  Artaar  Shores,  1021  Center  Street,  Perth,  Birsingbaa,  Alabama, 
September  4,  1743,  Sesbiag  Pattern,*  fnrnlehei  to  the  oeperteent 
an  October  22,  1945,  contained  the  fisel  re salt*  ©f  investigation 
reported  seder  that  caption.  ,.  __  • , 

— £ Bogardinc  incident  IS.  lmfrtleatlwt  was  conducted  and 

/wtb«r  report  of  Only  it , 1943,  at 

(r iiiKS4d^ itw-i  f vai'Vtw^v  vsohwm  ottajvwwaJ  wsA»w*i»*y  va  - /va*wv«^v  wo 

Eav.  aI  D.  If.  Sing,  Bimisghan,  Alabama,  suay  11,  2®£3,  Boeing 
ssatter#,*  furnished  to  the  Department  ©n  0**ly  22#  1S43,  ccattained 
the  final  results  of  investigation  reported  e&der  that  caption. 


and  tho  n^ort  of  dotad  July  22,  1«3,  at 

Slrtsl&fbftSf  captioned  Bee&irg  cf  Gaston,  Mctol. 

Birrdagbao.  AUMsa,  May  Uf  19(3*  tca&ii^  Matters , * fura isbed 
/ to  the  0*{«rtefttt  m August  2,  19(3,  enatalxftd  the  flsxl  results 
ftnreOiigafcioJt  reported  under  ihst  caption. 

^ As  to  IjKJl^ntsIlian^AlJ^J^rssttgatlOB  was  conducted 

end  the  report  of  sAHIBMHBteted  February  7*  19(9, 
at  Bir«itch*j»f  enotlo&sd  ‘Bovine  DcvIom  Found  at  riimlng’hea. 

Alohas*.  March  3l~22,  19(S,  Ipril  i*  ll($*  Bos&ing  Matter#** 
furnished  to  the  Department  on  February  13,  19(9,  contained  tha  • 
final  result*  of  investigation  reported  under  that  caption* 


* I * 1 - „ - iJ  - Jr i * am  mat  i«i 

tiW  KQljVEUim  Mtuuauva  *«,  si1*)  «i»>  *XV  «H, 

consolidated  late  the  investigation  of  captioned  ant tar  and 
results  thereafter  ware  incorporated  late  reports  prepared  is 
captioned  case*  M»o  investigation  rfi^arsSiftg  incident*  #11  and 
#12  v&8  ooaiustvd  la  cor. junction  vith  the  continuing  lsveatigatioB 
in  captioned  sitter.  Thar* fere,  the  objection  is*4e  to  Mayor 
Vann1*  prior  request  arises  again  regarding  his  current  rogues t, 

Xt  is  proposed  that  regarding  incidents  #1  - (7,  Mayor 

v*»w  le  £#rli«4  that  the  Fit  AbB^aet«4  tva  lf)V»ttieatlra»  eoKCMaliM 

these  incidents,  and  that  he  be  further  advised  as  folios*,  the 
PB1  eendectod  investigation  regarding  incidents  It  * (12  but  la  . 
vis*  of  the  fact  that  those  investigations  oars  conducted  in  . 
varying  degrees/  in  cor  junction  vith  tfe*  investigation  of  captioned 
rettef,  hi*  request  vtralS  be  store  appropriately  directed  to 
Attorney  General  Stanley,  in  vise  of  the  fact  that  investigation  in 
captioned  natter  is  b»lng  conducted  by  Hr*  Barley,  *sd  information 
regarding  captioned  natter  is  being  furnished  to  Er,  Baxley*  four 
concurrence  in  this  proposed  course  of  action  Is  requested. 


worst  ^ 

Boo 

captioned  rapbcw 


Vanruill  dated  2/5/76. 


5T.IONAL  PQIbWO.  to 
MAT  1**2  ffrlVlON 

Of M.  JRO,  MO.  »* 


UNITED  STATES  GO*  ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  W.  R.  Wannallui^ 


1 - Mr.  N.  P.  Callahan 
1 - Mr.  J.  B.  Adams 
1 


BAPBOMB 


SYNOPSIS: 

Bapbomb  is  code  word  for  investigation  of 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/16/63.  Purpose  of  memorandum  is  to  advise 
of  results  of  file  review  concemina  information 


furnished  to  Bureau  officials  b 


Comp.  $y*t.  _ 
Ext.  Affair*  , 
FiU* & Com. 

kin*.  

Wizi 

Laboratory 

Plan.  & Evol. 

Spot.  |nv.  

Logo  I Coun. 
Tolephona  Rm. 
Director  Soc'y  , 


RECOMMENDATION 


EX’115-  /^/  /aij-l 

.While  it  appears  that  results  of  interviews  of  v f 


in  1966  were  inadvertently  not  furnished  to  our  Birmingham 
Office  at  that  time  or  were  purposely  withheld,  tl5& ftteat\Jt^97g 
of  Limitations  has  run  on  the  Federal  aspects  of  this  case.  ■ 
Therefore  no  further  action  appears  warranted  in  CTilS1 


157-1025 


SEE  DETAILS  PAGE  2 


31976 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Wannall 
Re : BAP BOMB 


DETAILS: 


Bapbomb  is  the  code  word  for  the  case  involving 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/16/63. 

Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  the 
results  of  a file  review,  at  FBIHQ  and  our  Birmingham  Office 
based  on  information  furnished  to  Mr.  Callahan  and  Mr.  Adams 


earlv  xn  January,  1976,  b 


ana  by  our 
no  in forma 
being  foun 
advised  it 
related  bo 
an  article 
re ference 
individual 


fxle  was  xniti 
It  was  determi 
regarding  any 
in  this  case, 
d to  Laborator 
ntion  could  be 
so  indicated  t 
oncernea  the  i 
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1 - Mr 
(A 

1 - Mr 
^ 1 - Mr, 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


Laboratory  _ 
Legal  Cowfi. 
Ptan.&Eval 
Spec.  In».  _ 

Training 

TdfpheM  Rm 
Director  Sec'jr 


BAP BOMB  is  the  code  word  for  case  involving 
bombing  of  the  loth  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/15/63. 


Purpose  of  memorandum  is  to  obtain  approval  of 
attached  teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham,  furnishing  instructions  i 
as  to  his  response  to  request  of  Mayor  DaviaYVann,  Birmingham 
for  review  of  certain  FBI  files.  ' 


You  will  recall  that  Mayor  Vann  has  recently 
requested  to  review  files  of  our  Birmingham  Office  regarding 
captioned  case,  several  other  named  bombing  incidents,  and 
regarding  the  beating  of  Freedom  Riders  at  the  Trailways  Bus 
Depot,  Birmingham,  on  5/14/61.  We  previously  referred  Vann's 
request  to  the  Department  and  the  Department  deferred  to 
us  regarding  response  to  above  request. 

Regarding  captioned  case  and  named  bombings,  it  was 
recommended  and  approved  that  we  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  ncj  j-  f 

investigation  was  conducted  regarding  some  of  the  bombinaa 
mentioned  by  him  and  that  the  others,  which  were  investigated 
by  the  FBI , were  so  closely  connected  with  captioned  matter^ 
that  it  would  seem  his  request  would  be  more  appropriately  \ 
directed  to  William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  Alabama, 
inasmuch  as  Baxley  is  currently  investigating  captioned  matter, 
and  information  regarding  captioned  case  is  being  furnished  to 
Mr.  Baxley  by  our  Birmingham  Office.  , 

Enclosure  CONTINUED  - OVER--  / / 
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Buy  US.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Leavitt 

Re ; BAPBOMB 

157-1025 


Birmingham  was  requested  to  advise  as  to  whether  or 
not  a separate  investigation  was  conducted  regarding  the 
beating  of  the  Freedom  Riders.  If  not.  Mayor  Vann  was  to 
be  so  advised.  If  active  ivestigation  had  been  conducted, 
Birmingham  was  requested  to  identify  case  and  furnish  recom- 
mendations regarding  furnishing  any  results  of  that  investi- 
gation to  Mayor  Vann. 

Birmingham  has  advised  active  investigation  regarding 
the  beating  incident  was  conducted  jointly  with  the  investigation 
of  the  burning  of  a Greyhound  bus , carrying  Freedom  Riders , 
at  Anniston,  Alabama,  which  occurred  on  the  same  date  as  the 
beating  incident. 

SAC,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  Mayor  Vann  be 
advised  that  while  free  access  to  FBI  files  cannot  be  granted, 
the  FBI  is  agreeable  to  discuss  the  Trailways  Bus  Depot  invest!-  ' 
gation  in  depth  with  knowledgeable  official  of  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  (BPD)  to  assure  that  the  BPD  has  all  pertinent 
information  available  to  the  FBI  regarding  the  incident. 
Intelligence  Division  concurs  with  that  recommendation. 

ACTION: 

Attached  for  approval  is  a teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
instructing  him  to  respond  to  the  request  of  Mayor  Vann  in  the 
matter  recommended  by  him. 


wu.ifeesTOss  secikw 


FF  ft  C)  i — 
■ ‘-‘J  / /.  14/K 


SiiL  0 jfl  K&  H GOD  n 
6:3  0 PM  F£B  24,  1 y ?-6  FAS 

TO  D m £ CT  OR 


iy/6 


^ ^Qii^^IHi-IINGHAil  C 15  7-352) 


bArbUi’J  u 

‘"'■''"RE  BUTEL,  FEBRUARY  23,  1976. 

AS  INSTRUCTED  '^REFERENCED  TELETYPE,  A LETTER  HAS  BEEN 
D IR  E cr  ED  TO  i 1 A YOR  D A VlDyVAN  N , _ 3 IRM  I .NGHAM  , AL  ABAM  A , AL  0 NG  LI  NE  S 
SET  FORTH  WITH  NO  ADD  IT  10  Em  ME  iff  I ON  OF  T HE  INCIDENT  AT  T HE 

.A 

trail  ways  bus  depot,  Birmingham  , may  14,  i 


Aftsoc.  bir. ‘ 

Dep.-A-D.-Adm 

Dcp.-A.D-Inv^ 

Asst.  Dir.: 

Admin. 

/^,.W,T1  Rvst.  — — 

VAJH  + K-  ' 

Ext.  Affairs  — 
Files  & Com-  — ■ 

Gen.  Inv 

Ident. 

Inspectior 

Intel!- 

Laboratory' 

Plan.  & EvaL  . 
Spec.  Inv.  . 

Training  — — 

Legal  Coun.  — 
Telephone 


104  /j>y~ 

AS  REQUESTED  IN  REFERENCED  TEL,  BIRMINGHAM  DID  CONDUCT 


4 


^INVESTIGATION  CONCERNING  THE  dEATING  uF  FREEDOM  RIDERS  AT  THE 
J'§TftAlLtfAYS  BUS  DEPOT  IN  1961.  T HE  INVESTIGATION  WAS  CONDUCTED  U ID  E 
.BH  FILE  149-16,  BUFILE  149-  16  54  , UfDER  DUAL  CAPT  IoN : 


j MAR  o id/ d 


IN  KNOW  N SUBJE  CT  S ; BUR  NI  NG  OF 
GREYHOUND  BUS  AT  ANNISTON,  ALABAMA,  MAY  14,  1961 
OF  FREEDOM  RIDE  1961,  CORE:" 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;] 


d 


j 


PAGE.  TWO  BH.  15  7-3  52 

“ VICTIMS;  VIOLENCE  AT  IRAILWAYSBUS  DEPOT, 

BIRMINGHAM,  AL  AB  AN  A , MAY  14,  1961." 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  ABOVE  CASE,  BIRMINGHAM  RECOMMENDS 


THAT  mayor  VANN  BE  ADVISED  THAT  WHILE  FREE  ACCESS  TO  FBI  FILES 
CANNOT  BE  GRANTED,  THE  FBI  IS  AGREEABLE  TO  DISCUSS  THE 
TRAIL  WAYS  BUS  DEPOT  INVESTIGATION  IN  DEPTH  WITH  a KNOWLEDGEABLE 
OFFICIAL  OF  THE  BIRMINGHAM  PD  TO  INSURE  THAT  THE  BIRMINGHAM  PD 
HAS  ALL  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  TO  THE  FBI  CONCERNING 
THIS  INCIDENT. 


END. 


.f 


W HAT  IS  YOU  NUMBER  IT  IS  GARBLED 


NR  005 


DLS  FBI  HQ  AK  T KS 


2 


(Attn 


TELETYPE 


TO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 
FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 


MARCH  2,  1976 
PERSONNEL  ATTENTION 


BAPBOMB , /S  7 ' 1777 

\CfolBHTEL  FEBRUARY  24,  1976. 

REGARDING  MAYOR  VANN'S  REQUEST  FOR  REVIEW  OF  FILES  OF  YOUR 
OFFICE  REGARDING  THE  INCIDENT  INVOLVING  FREEDOM  RIDERS  AT 
THE  TRAILWAYS  BUS  DEPOT,  BIRMINGHAM,  MAY  14,  1961,  YOU  ARE 
AUTHORIZED  TO  RESPOND  TO  HIS  REQUEST  IN  THE  MANNER  RECOMMENDED 
BY  YOU  IN  REFERENCED  TELETYPE. 

END 

U-x 


See  meinoranduinJH^BMIi^MP^to  Mr.  T.  VL 
dated  3/1/76,  captioned  as  above,  and  prepared  by^ 


i.r*“LUbF 

scceiAti 


\ ^ S2  J.K  ,iP  i * 11  ^ foiO 
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mim  miMi  of  mwmrm 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 


V-  : :0  r r r Z>IA' 
feisiva:  ;.U.::C10B 
•f?  ■?£!.'  ED 


ELETYPE  UNIT  1 i 


OFTIQMM  FOiM  HO-  »0 
>*»*.¥  1**7  tOTlOM 
on  0(n.  mo.  mo.  *7 


United  states  government 


Afioc.  Dir.  

D*pf  AD  Adm,  __ 


Memorandum 


BAPBOMB  is  the  code  word  for  case  involving  the 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/16/63. 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  obtain  approval  of  /y) 
teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham,  furnishing  instructions  as  to  hfs  / / 
response  to  request  of  Mayor  David  Vann,  Birmingham,  for  revier*  * 
of  FBI  files. 


My  memorandum  2/5/76  (copy,  with  copy  of  its  attachment 
attached  for  ready  reference)  advised  of  receipt  of  a second 
request  from  Mayor  Vann  for  a review  of  FBI  files.  It  also  refers 
to  the  receipt  of,  and  disposition  of,  the  earlier  initial  request 
of  Mayor  Vann  for  a review  of  our  files. 


Elbe  reg 


mcT' 

d request  was  for  review  of  files 


Mayor  Vann 

of  our  Birmingham  Offibe  regarding  twelve  named  bombing  incidents 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1956-1965.  Above 
memorandum  2/5/76  attached  for  approval  a letter  to  the  Civil 
Rights  Division  (CRD)  advising  of  the  receipt  of  Mayor  Vann’s 
second  request  and  seeking  the  Department’s  concurrence  in  a 
proposed  response, to  Vann.  That  proposed  response  was  to  the 
effect  that  we  had  conducted  no  investigation  regarding  seven  of 
the  incidents.,  It  also  proposed  that  he  be  advised  that  as  to  the 
remaining  five  incidents,  we  had  conducted  investigations,  but  that 
those  investigations  were  conducted  in  varying  degrees  in  conjunctior 
with  investigation  of  captioned  case,  that  we  are  presently 
furnishing  information  regarding  captioned  case  to  Alabama  Attorney 
General  (AG)  Baxley  in  connection  with  investigation  being  conducted 
by  him  and  that  his,  Vann’s,  request  would  be  more  appropriately 
directed  to  Mr.  Baxley,  inasmuch  as  furnishing  of  information  by  the 
FBI  to  other  State  and/or  local  officials  could  conceivably  interfere 
with  Baxley's  investigation. 

Ea  MAR :37& 

Enclosures 
157-1025 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Wannall 

Re:  BAPBOMB 

157-1025 


By  memorandum  2/17/76  (copy  attached  for  readv 
f“5e  ._the  CRD  advised  it  concurs  in  cu?  prSposed  response 

t.w  mnyur  vaoD,  * 

R.  . u Attached  for  approval  is  a teletype  to  SAC, 

that  he  resP°nd  to  Mayor  Vann  in  line 
with  the  above  proposal,  Te  le  t 'uri  e aicn  _ _ 

of  prior  request  of  Mayor  Vann  regarding  his  asking  for&PGCX 
th^hp  reS^1iS  of  our  lnvestigation  of  incident^nvolving 
in  1961?1  g Preedom  Riders  at  a bus  depot  in  Birmingham 


RECOMMENDATI ON : 

That  attached  teletype  be  approved. 


\ 


PAGE  TWO 

PRESEHTLT  COmJCTIKG  XXVESTIGATIOB  XX  CAPTIOffTD  CASE 
AXD  TO  TOOK  THE  FBI  18  FRESEffTLY  JTffiHISBISC  IXFOBBATZOff 
XX  THAT  REGARD,  SO  AS  TO  AVOID  TBS  POSSIBLE  IXTEBFEREHCE 
TITO  m.  BAILEY'S  IXVESTIGATIOH  BY  THE  TBI’S  F0RHISHIBG 
or  sues  1XFORXATIOX  TO  onus  STATS  A JED/OB  LOCAL  OFFICIALS. 

YOUB  TELETYPE  FEBRUARY  IS*  197$,  STATES  Off  FAGS  SIX 
THAT  MAYOR  TARTS  BEQUEST  FOB  A RETIE  V OF  THE  RESULTS  OF 
FBI  IXYLSriGATIO*  BECABDIBC  THE  ISCIOOT  CO  THE  BEATIffO 
OF  FREEDOM  RIDERS  AT  A 008  DEPOT  XX  BlRXlSGttAX  Iff  1961 
ZS  STILL  JPEKDlXG  VITO  THE  0EPAETXEKT.  FOB  CLABZFZCATIOff, 

i 

THAT  ASPECT  VAS  PRfcTIOUSLT  REFERRED  TO  THE  BEPABTMEffT  AJB> 

THE  DEIABTHEKT  RESTJffDED  THERETO  BY  XEKQBAXDUX  JAKUAEY  XX, 

1/1^  VEttM  art  OC'kW  WAtr  W Atf  t«VCM)T/*ittVA» 

1910,  Wr  K W IfilLS  MO  DUIIA  IV  AW*  4F  M ADTAOI AUSllVA 

VAX  COBDOCTSD  BT  YCCR  0T7ICS  COBCERIISG  THAT  XHCIDEXT, 
IDEXTXFY  SAXE  BY  CASS  CAFTZOff  AVO  SUBMIT  ALCEKC  VITO  YOUR 
BECOXXEBQATIOaS  SEGA  HUBS  TEA  FUEHISHlffG  OF  AST  RESULTS  OF 
THAT  XffVSSTl^ATIOff  TO  YAXff  80  THAT  FURTHER  CQSSJDERATXOff 
BAT  BE  GXVKff  TO  HIS  REQUEST.  XT  XX  FACT  XO  SEPARATE 
IWTESTIGATIOM  HAS  ©GKDOCTED,  TOO  SHOULD  SO  ADVISE  MAYOR  YAXff. 

YOU  AXE  BHXSB2ED  OP  iXSTEDCTZOffS  SET  OUT  XX  BURSAS  ' 
TELETYPE  UlRUARY  22,  1976,  THAT  BPOI  COMPLETIOff  CBF  YOUR 
r/orirr  «m  liva  van  am  unt  ataftimiKC  same  xsonEJi  u 


PAO&  THRJtt 

samiTTUD  so  that  the  sAPAEimjrr  sax  bk  appropriately 

ABUSED,  8XKILA&  IKSTEUCTICWS  WEEK  nJEHISEUB  TO  TOO  *;;■ 

ST  BCEMU  TRL&tttE  PSCKHMK  5,  1075,  ESCAEDIKG  AD  VICK  , ' 
to  r&XSQ  QPOX  COBVLETXOX  OF  TOCS  CU&KAFT  DlSSEMlXATIC*  > 
TO  ATTOMIST  GKBK&AL  BAZLST.  - ’ 
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UNITED  STATES  GC^  RNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO  . Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

raoM^fj,  Stanley  Pottinger 

JVjj  Assistant  Attorney  General 
suBj^rr' Division 

Unknown  Subjects  \ C> 

Bombing  of  the  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  September  15,  1963, 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Reference  is  made  to  your  memorandum  in  the  above 
matter  dated  February  9,  1976,  requesting  our  advice  on  you 
proposed  response  to  Mayor  Vann4s  request  for  information 
regarding  this  matter. 


T>  _ 

Vivo 


We  concur  in  your  proposed  response;  that  regart_ 
incidents  #1  - #7,  the  Bureau  conducted  no  investigation 
concerning  these  incidents;  and  that  with  respect  to  inci&entgJJ 
#8  - #12  inquiry  would  be  more  appropriately  directed  to  'Jf 

Attorney  General  Baxley.  \ * 
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Director 


FOR  INFORMATION  OF  BUREAU,  FORMER  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA.  POLICE 
DEPARTMENT  CHIEF  JAMIE  MOORE  IS  CURRENTLY  WORKING  FOR  ALABAMA 
STATE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S  OFFICE.  MOORE  AND  OTHER  INVESTIGATORS 
ARE  CUPPENTLY  INVESTIGATING  THE  1963  BOMBING  OF  THE  16TH  ST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM. 

AT  APPROXIMATELY  8:O0  PM,  3/82/76,  MOORE’S  CAR,  A 1974  SEDAN, 
HAS  FIRED  UPON  APPARENTLY  FROM  A PASSING  VEHICLE  WHILE  HIS  CAR 
WAS  PARKED  IN  FRONT-  OF  HIS  RESIDENCE,  752  85TH  STREET  SOUTH, 
BIRMINGHAM.  BULLETS  STRUCK 'LEFT  REAR  DOOR,  LEFT  FRONT  DOOR  AND 
LEFT  FPONT  FENDER.  NO  INJURIES  SUSTAINED  AND  MOOBJE  UNAWARE _THA 

EX-lia  - 0 /La-JaiLiLr 

HIS  CAR  HAD  BEEN  HIT  UNTIL  3/23/76.  J\tl/-4y 

ACCORDING  TO  CAPT.  JACK  LEGRAND,  BIRMINGHAM,  Aik  ,2,9  ft&MER 
XL  AN  MEMBERS  ARE  SUSPECTED  INASMUCH  AS  MOORE  ISTTOCWTriT^ 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CAPTIONED  MATTER  FOR  STATE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S 
OFFICE.  BIRMINGHAM  CONDUCTING  NO  INVESTIGATION  EXCEPT  CONTACT 
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I 

Memorandum 

,lr.  T.  W.  Leslvil^1"' 


FROM 


PURPOSE:  The  purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  respond  to  the 

Director  * s question  regarding  significance  of  article  appearing 
in  3/20/76  edition  of  New  York  Times.  Article  stated^that 
according  to  Alabama  State  Attorney  General  (AG)  Williatv^Baxley , 
FBI  failed  for  four  years  to  respond  to  Baxley's  1971  request  . / 
for  results  of  FBI  investigation  into  captioned  case,  which  ' > 1 '• 
involved  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  9/15/63. 


SYNOPSIS:  Above-mentioned  article  inaccurately  states  FBI  with- 

held information  concerning  captioned  case  from  Mr.  Baxley  from  . 
1971  to  1975.  Baxley's  initial  request,  made  in  1971,  was 
referred  to  the  Department  and  Baxley  so  advised.  No  reply 
received  from  the  Department.  Request  renewed  in  April,  1975; 
again  referred  to  the  Department  and  Baxley  so  advised.  Third 
request  received  from  Baxley  in  December,  1975;  referred  to 
Department  and  Department  authorized  dissemination  which  began 
promptly  thereafter  and  is  continuing. 

CURRENT  BUREAU  POLICY:  Not  applicable. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : Submitted  for  Director's  information. 

sasatr  EEt — , 

\J\  I ;:^=rz  spec.,™.. 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Leavitt 

Re : BAPBOM 

157-1025 


DETAILS:  BAPBOM  is  the  code  name  for  our  investigation  of 

bombing  of  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/15/63. 

\ / 

Article  captioned  ""'W  BOMBING  DATA  WITHHELD  BY  F.B.I." 
appeared  in.  3/20/76  edition  of  New  York  Times.  Article  states 
that  Alabama  State  AG  William  Baxley,  in  1971,  requested  results 
of  FBI  investigation  in  captioned  case  but  that  the  FBI  "withheld" 
the  requested  information  until  December,  1975.  The  article 
stated  that  the  information  was  given  to  Mr.  Baxley  "only  after 
a newsman  learned  of  the  Bureau's  refusing  to  cooperate  with  the 
Baxley  investigation  and  inquired  about  it  in  Washington."  The 
Director  asked,  "What  about  this?" 

The  article  is  inaccurate.  The  facts  are  set  out 

below. 


On  4/5/71  Baxley  called  FBIHQ  advising  he  had  recently 
become  AG  of  Alabama,  that  he  wanted  to  furnish  any  possible  help 
he  could  to  the  FBI  to  solve  captioned  case  and  that  he  would 
like  to  talk  to  someone  in  that  regard.  When  contacted  by  SAC, 
Birmingham,  on  4/6/71,  Baxley  advised  he  had  launched  an  inquiry 
into  captioned  case  and  desired  FBI  assistance.  Specifically, 
he  requested  names  of  witnesses  who  could  place  certain  suspects 
in  Birmingham  on, the  date  of  the  bombing,  any  available  information 
as  to  automobiles  then  operated  by  those  suspects  and  the  nature 
of  the  device  or  devices  used  in  the  bombing*  He  also  requested 
the  results  of  polygraph  tests  given  to  suspects  and  asked  to 
interview  the  operatoe(s)  who  administered  the  tests.  Baxley’s 
request  was  referred  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD) (case 
handled  by  that  division) . Our  referral  letter  stated  that  no 
further  action  would  be  taken  by  the  FBI  regarding  Baxley’s 
request  in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD.  On 
4/14/71  SAC,  Birmingham,  advised  Baxley  his  request,  bad  been 
referred  to  CRD.  Baxley  said  he  was  going  to  call  Jerris  Leonard 
(then  Assistant  AG  In  charge  of  CRD) , with  whom  he  was  personally 
acquainted  to  seek  Departmental  clearance  for  desired  information. 
No  reply  to  our  referral  letter  was  received  from  CRD. 

CONTINUED  - OVER 
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On  4/18/75  Baxley  telephonically  contacted  Mr.  Reed 
in  the  Director's  Office,  stating  he  had  additional  information 
in  this  matter  and  desired  to  see  SAC,  Birmingham,  in  that  regard. 
He  was  contacted  by  SAC,  Birmingham,  on  4/21/75  and  an  appoint- 
ment was  scheduled  for  4/25/75.  At  that  time  Baxley  advised  an 
informant,  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  had  provided  information 
which  he  felt  warranted  additional  investigation.  He  said  it  was 
the  same  information  he  had  in  1971,  that  he  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  to  develop  same  but  felt  that  with  the  passage  of 
time,  certain  individuals  previously  contacted  might  be  willing 
to  provide  information  beneficial  to  the  solving  of  the  case. 

He  asked  that  FBI  Agents  participate  jointly  with  his  investi-  > 
gators  in  the  "additional  investigation."  He  was  told  this 
could  not  be  done,  but  that  if  he  had  any  additional  information 
constituting  a basis  for  logical  investigation,  we  would,  upon 
receipt  of  such  information,  conduct  any  necessary  additional 
investigation.  He  said  he  preferred  that  such  investigation  be 
controlled  from  his  office.  He  said  if  Agents  could  not  parti- 
cipate in  a joint  investigation  he  would  appreciate  receiving 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  our  investigation,  particularly 
results  of  interviews  of  suspects.  His  request  was  referred 
to  the  CRD  and  he  was  advised  of  the  referral.  Our  referral 
letter  again  stated  no  action  was  being  taken  by  the  FBI  regarding 
Baxley’s  request  in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD. 

•r 

In  July,  1975,  Departmental  Attorney  Willian^j^Gardner , 
CRD,  telephonically  inquired  of  Bureau  Super  vis  or  , 

as  to  the  action  desired  by  the  FBI  regarding  Baxley's  request,  ^ 
It  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  Baxley  declined  to  furnish  any  of 
his  information  to  the  FBI , that  disclosure  of  some  of  the  results 
of  investigation  might  compromise  confidentialities,  but  that  as 
indicated  in  our  referral  communications,  we  were  taking  no  action 
in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD. 

On  12/1/75  Baxley  contacted  Robert  Havel,  Office  of 
Public  Information,  Department  of  Justice,  requesting  certain 
results  of  FBI  investigation  in  this  matter.  Havel  was  apprised 
of  the  receipt  and  disposition  of  Baxley's  prior  requests.  Havel 


3 


CONTINUED  - OVER 


-'f 

c 


J 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Leavitt 

Re:  BAPBOM 

157-1025 


requested  that  the  matter  be  discussed  with  CRD  and  this  was 
done  on  the  same  date.  At  that  time  Mr.  Gardner  of  CRD  stated 
the  Department’s  case  was  closed,  that  the  Department  had  no 
objection  to  furnishing  the  requested  information  to  Baxley 
and  that  CRD  would  forward  a communication  so  stating.  That 
communication,  dated  12/3/75,  was  subsequently  received  and 
SAC,  Birmingham,  was  immediately  advised.  He  was  instructed  to 
comply  with  Baxley's  request  and  was  also  instructed  that  if 
any  requested  information  would  tend  to  disclose  sources  whose 
identities  could  not  be  disclosed,  the  requested  information 
was  to  be  furnished  orally  in  a manner  to  protect  the  sources. 
SAC,  Birmingham,  was  also  instructed  that  upon  completion  of 
the  dissemination,  FBI HQ  was  to  be  advised,  identifying  the 
information  disseminated. 

SAC,  Birmingham,  advised  on  3/30/76  that  Baxley's 
request  has  been  received  in  phases,  that  the  latest  aspect  of 
the  request  has  been  handled  and  Birmingham  is  awaiting  receipt 
of  the  next  phase  of  the  request. 
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I * By  WAYNE  KBMh 

; -V  *p*d*i  to  Th*  Ktf  York  Tlj[ a 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.,  (March 
18  -0  The  Federal  Buijjau  of 
Investigation  withheld  the  re- 
sults of  its  Inquiry  into  the 
1963  bombing  of  a Birmingham 
church  from  the  Alabama  At- 
torney General  for  more  than 
,'four  years  despite  repeated  re- 
i quests  for  the  data, 
f The  state’s  Attorney  General, 
^William  Baxley,  confirmed  that 
the  bureau  had  withheld  its  ex- ; 
tensive  inforomation  — which 
other  sources  said  included  the' 
incriminating  results  of  a poly-; 
graph  test  given  to  a man  sus- 
pected of  making  the  boml^— 
from  the  time  of  his  initial  re- 
" quest  in  1971  until  last  Jpe- 
’ cember.  Mr.  Baxley’s  office  Jha$ 

, been  conducting  its  own  in- 
. vastgiation  into  the  bonding, 
Which  killed  four  black  chil- 
fen,  since  he  took  office  in 
971. 

JThe  F.B.I.  information  was 
given  to  Mr.  Baxley  only  after 
I a . newsman  learned  of  the 
bureau’s  refusal  to  cooperate 
with  the  Baxley  investigation 
and  inquired  about  it  in  Wash- 
! ington. 

•An  F.B.l.  spokesman  in 
Washington  said  that  when  the 
request  for  the  information ! 
! wis  received  in  1971,  it  was  j 
| sent  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division ! 
! of;  the  Justice  Department,  j 
; which  had  control  of  the  ln- 
. formation,  the  spokesman  said. ' 
: Four  years  later,  he  said,  the 
j Justice  Department  got  around 
’ to.  responding. 

1:  •'  No  Reason  Offered 
J The  spokesman  had  no  ex- 
■plantion  of  why  the  informa- 
*tion  was  held  up.  Local  law 
enforcement  officials,  particu- 
larly in  racially  troubled  South- 
*em  areas,  often  have  com- 
plained of  difficulty  in  obtain- 
Mg  such  F.B.I.  data, 
j A Justice  Department  official, 

fin  response  to  the  state- 
: from  the  F.B.I.  spokes- 
, that  no  one  in  the  Civil 
ts  Division  could  be  found 
remembered  the»bureau 
ing  on  Mr.  Baxley'rfh-equest 

Wl.  | ' 

I wr  ssid,  tfis*'  his  in* 

•vestigation  of  the  bomt&ig  was 
feontinuing,  adding,  "We’re  con- 
fident that  we're  making 
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L ^though  the  case  nas  never 
(been  officially  closed,  it  was" 
j inactive,  both  at  the  state  and 
jFederial  levels,  when  fir.  Bax- 
iley  took  office  in  1971  j 
»,Mr,  Baxley,  asked  a put  the 
Difficulty  in  getting  tie  F.B.L 
^.viuiuuvu,  bdiu  uiat  i*c  uiuier- 

stood  the  bureau’s  reluctance 
[to  release  such  information 
during  the  early  1960’s,  when 
there  was  some  fear  on  the  part 
of  the  bureau  that  it’s  informa- 
tion might  be  leaked  by  un- 
sympathetic law  enforcement 
officers  in  the  South.  But  he 
sa  d he  considered  such  fears 
gr  undless  today. 

' Investigation  Hindered 

The  refusal  of  the  bureau  to 
provide  the  information  meant 
that  state  investigators  were 
unable  to  develop  leads  turned 
up  by  the  bureau  at  the  time, 
,and  it  also  entirely  forestalled 
ithe  questioning  or  certain  in- 
idividuals  since  it  was  felt  that 
there  should  not  be  any  con- 
• tact  with  them  until  ft  was 
/known  what  they  might  have 
Slid  the  F.B.I. 

f Among  the  withheld  informa- 
Ition,  the  Times  has  learned, 
[was  he  report  of  He  detector 
test  administered  to  a suspect 
. believed  to  have  made  the  bomb 
[used  in  the  explosion,  and  be- 
jlieved  placed  by  another  party, 
fa  prime  target  of  the  Baxley 
^Inquiry.  The  test  showed  that 
[the  suspect  lied  when  he  denied 
[having  made  the  bomb  in  his 
[home  workshop.  Polygraph  test 
results  are  not  admissible  in 
court  as  evidence  in  such  cases, 
but  they  do  provide  important 
corroboration  to  investigators. 
The  man  is  now  dead. 

As  a result  of  the  renewed 
tetate  inquiry  into  the  church 
bombing,  Mr.  Baxley,  office  has 
Already  brought  unrelated]  mur- 
,cer  Indictments  against  [three 
lprmer  Ku  Klux  Klammfln  ac- 
| wised  of  forcing  a bladf  man 
| tb  jump  to  his  death  from  a 
j bridge  outside  Montgomery  16 
•.years  ago.  v .-  ■ 
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’There  were  a whole  series 
of  bombings  — two  othersffin 
Birmingham,  plus  one  hi  re, 
previously  unsolved  — that  we 
could  make  a case  on  ri  !ht 
now,"  Mr.  Baxley  said,  “But 
the  statute  [of  limitations]  has 
run  out" 

Mr.  Baxley  said  those  bomb- 
ings were  related  to  the  church 
bombing  in  Birmingham.  • 
“We’re  about  a smidgen  of  an 
inch  away  from  solving  one 
that  occurred  nea  an  occupied  , 
dwelling  — fend  there  is  no 
limitation  on  that,”  Mr.  Baxley) 
said. 

Motivated  by  Hatred 
Asked  about  the  relationship 
between  the  Birmingham  bomb- 
ings and  those  in  Montgomery 
and  elsewhere  in  the  South,  Mr. 
Baxley  said,  "The  relationship 
is  haphazard.  Some  were  re- 
lated, some  were  not.” 

“AH  were  motivated  by  in- 
tepse  hatred.  Another  relation- 
ship is  that  they  were  all  done 
m the  scum  of  the  earth. 

I If  Mr.  Baxley  said  that  so  re  of 
j flie  individuals  implicati  d in 
the  fatal  Birmingham  c urch 
bombing  referred  to  themsfelves 
! as  “the  missionaries”  or  "the 
! ini  nonary  group.”  - 1 


I d«n1r ^ 

Inspection 
Intell.  ~^T~ 

Laboratory  

Legal  Court.  

Plan.  & Eval. 

Spec.  Inv.  

Training 

Telephone  Rm.  

Director  Sec’y 


Washington  Post 

ington  Star-News  . 


ily  News  (New  York! 
he  New  York  Times  -JO- 

The  Wall  Street  Journal 

The  National  Observer 

The  Los  Angeles  Times 


wr  2 o m 


ENCLOSURt 

s £pj? 

ftEC-36 


in 

* t 


0 \ / (^/ 


<t 

J 


FD-36  (Rev.  2-14-741 


F B I 

Dote:  3/16/76 


Transmit  the  following  in  _ 

• via AIRTEL 


0< 


<> 


K 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


( Precedence ) 


TO: 


FROM: 


SUBJECT^ 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 

ATTENTION:  EXTERNAL  ARRAIRS  DIVISION 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (80-171) 
RELATIONS  WITH  NEWS  MED 


Attached  Is  a news  article  from  Page  1 of 
"The  Birmingham  News"  dated  3/1- 4/76  written  by  ANDREW 
KILPATRICK,  staff  writer  for  the  above  paper. 


The  Bureau  is  requested  to  expeditiously  furnish 
Birmingham  any  information  regarding  receipt  of  information 
as  contained  in  tape  obtained  by  Miami  Police  Department; 
if  tape  or  information  in  tape  furnished  to  Warren  Commission 
and  if  not  furnished,  the  reason  why  it  was  not  furnished. 

These  apsweryWill  be  greatly  appreciated  and 
will  be  made  available  yS  KILPATRICK  upon  receipt. 


(%) - Bureau  (Enci  i) 
1 - Birmingham 
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(Enc.  l).  . , 
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By  ANDREW  KILPATRICK 
News  staff  writer 

The  bombing  of  Birmingham’s  Six- 
(eenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in  1963— as 
well  as  the  possibility  of  killing  Presi- 
dent John  P.  Kennedy  and  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.— were  discussed  in  a 
20  minute  conversation  which  was 
recorded  by  a room  bug  planted  in  a 
Miami  hotel  room  Nov.  9r  1963,  accord- 
ing to  Miami  police. 

The  conversation  was  between  a po- 
lice informer  and  a “states’  rights” 
advocate.  ir'  * 

The  Miami  police,  because  they  did 
not  have  jurisdiction  over  the  crimes, 
said  they  turned  the  information  over  to 
the  FBI. 

But  an  FBI  spokesman  in  Washing- 
ton D.C.,  who  recently  indicated  the 
tape  was  not  a good  lead,  said  he  could 
not  really  comment  about  it  because 
Sen.  Frank  Church’s  U.S.  Senate  Intel- 
ligence. Committee  is  studying  the 
Kennedy  assassination.  *. 

HE  SAID  information  about  the  tape 
l]ad  hecu  turned  over  to  thtfcWww<B 

CuuMission,  which  irtVesugafed 
Kennedy’s  assassination,  and  he  said 
questions  about  the  tape  would  have  to 
be  addressed  to  Warren  Commission 
members. 

But  the  14-volume  Warren  Commis- 
Sjcn.rg port  makes  no  mpnikin  of*  ■ 


tape.  And  J.  Lee  Rankin  of  New  Vork 
City,  general  counsel  for  the  Warren 
Commission,  said  Friday,  “I  don't  re- 
call such  a tape,”  and  he  said  informa- 
tion about  the  tape  had  not  come  to  him. 
Others  who  served  on  the  Warren  Com- 
mission said  they  had  no  recollection  of 
the  tape.  < 

In  the  Miami  conversation,  which 
took  place  15  days  after  the  church 
bombing,  and  13  days  before  the  Kenne- 
dy assassination,  the  states’  rights 
advocate  describes  a now-dead  Tennes- 
see Ku.Klux  Klaa  official  sJuUalked 

«« Vvint  liAin  (La  aL  m vntt  It'd  e,  K A *** 


Umm1  talking  in  the  hoteltrenne 
discussed  ways  to  kill  Kennedy. ..’’best 
Way  would  be  off  a building  with  a high- 
powered  rifle.” 

AND  THAT'S  how  Kennedy  was  kill- 
ed in  Dallas,  Tex.,  Nov.  22, 1963. 

The  Birmingham  News  recently 
, interviewed  now-retired  Miami  police- 
man Everett  Key  who  planted  the  bug, 
and  The  News  recently  listened  to  the 
j baroi^oudible  tape  while  cheeHtfrtf' 

."number  o'f  leads  about  the  eWcR 
jvjnibin^v  i 

I ~ Both  men  who  took' part  In  the  hotel 
conversation  are  dead. 

But  before  the  states’  rights  advocate 
died,  a Miami  News  reporter,  Bill 
Barry,  now  a free  lance  writer,  inter- 
viewed him  by  phone.  Barry  said  the 
man  at  first  denied  knowing  anything 
about  plans  to  kill  Kennedy,  but  he 
apparently  soon  realized  the  Barry’s 
questions  were  based  on  the  tape  police 
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BAR$V  the  man  changed  his 
story  from  “not  knowing"  to  “not  want- 
ingto  talk  about  it." 

Then,  the  man’s  wife  picked  up  the 
phone  extension,  Barry  said,  and  told 
her  husband  the  reporter  was  trying  to 
pin  something  on  him.  Barry  said  after 
ihat,  “the  conversation  deteriorated,” 
and  the  man  wouldn’t  talk  any  more 
about  the  incident. 

The  man,  descnfceif  by  Barry  as  “a 

frad-uhnnt  nMitlf  il  firm ro  In  f^Arirla  »» 

O **6“*''  *«  MWi&ia, 

later  died  from  an  apparent  space  beat- 
er accident  in  his  home.  Miami  police 
spid  the  informer,  Willie  Sommerset, 
died  of  natural  causes. 

In  1967,  two  Birmingham  policemen 
went  to  Miami  and  listened  to  the  con- 
versation a week  after  its  existence  was 
reported.  They  returned  and  filed  a one- 
page  memo  in  which  they  concluded 
there  was  no  proof  the  Klansman  men- 
tioned in  the  tape  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  church  bombing.  Besides,  jthey 

didn’t  know  where  the  man  wasTthev" 
reported.  * — 

BUT  LAST  WEEK  Birmingham  po- 
lice asked  for  and  received  a copy  of  the 
conversation  from  Miami  police.  Capt. 
Jack  LeGrand  confirmed  Birmingham 


ajUua£osenfeld,  a formcrJMaaillg- 

■ .t  oe  (Iia  firct 

nain  lire  maisuai  wuv  fho  *«v  *«*»- 

investigator  to  reach  the  scene  after  the 
church  was  bombed  Sept.  15, 1963,  said 
the  bombing  was  a dynamite  explosion. 
He  said  he— and  as  far  as  he  knows— 
federal  officials  who  sifted  the  debris, 
did  not  come  up  with  any  bomb  parts, 
but  he  said  he  could  tell  it  was  a dyna- 
mite explosion  because  of  the  odor. 

Knowledge  of  the  Miami  tape  came 
to  light  when  Sommerset  told  Barry  of 
us  existence,  ne  ami  aommersei 
over  the  taped  conversation  and  Barry 
reported  the  stray  » *> 

At  that  time  the  FBI  had  practically 
no  comment  about  the  tape. 

The  Miami  tape  leaves  unanswered 
questions. 

Was  information  about  the  tape  real- 
ly turned  over  to  the  Warren  Commis- 
sion as  the  FBI  claims?  What  evalua- 
tion did  the  FBI  make  of  the  incident? 

Was  the  incident  really  a case  of  a 
serious  threat  against  the  life  of  a presi- 
dent? 

Was  it  just  wild  talk  in  the  night  or 
was  there  something  to  it?  , 


police  now  have  the  tape  and  are  study- 
ing it.  'f 

The  tape  was  made  nine  days  before 
Kennedy  came  to  Miami  Nov.  18, 1963, 
to  give  a speech  at  the  Orange  Bowl,  a 
speech  in  which  he  promised  to  return 
the  Cuban  Bay  of  Pigs  brigade  flag  to 
Cuban  soil  following  the  ill-fated  Bay  of 
j Pieslnvasionof  AnJil.J9fil 
J After  listening  to  the  tape,  Miami  po- 
; lice  insisted  Kennedy  take  a helicopter 
to  a spot  near  the  Orange  Bowl  rather 
than  go  by  motorcade  as  planned. 

, In  the  tape,  the  states’  rights  advo- 
, cate  speaks  of  “a  young  ex-Marine  who 
| really  knows  his  business,"  who  was 
“in  town"  and  was  well-known  in 
Chattanooga,  Nashville  and  New  Or- 
I leans,  and  who  knew  the  Klan. 


: THE  MAN  said  the  try  to  get  Kenne- 

dy  in  Miami  “is  just  a trial  run,"  and 
admitted,  “It’ll  be  a hard  proposition  to 
get  him.” 

, The  man  also  talked  of  how  “it’s  in 
the  works”  to  get  King,  calling  him, 

, “the  Brown  Bomber,”’  and" the  men 
talked  about  where  King  lived  in  Atlan- 
ta. 

Further,  the  man  on  the  tape  said  the 
Klansman  told  him  the  Birmingham 
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Transmit  the  following  in 


Via. 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  - REGISTERED 

(Precedence) 


TO: 

FROM: 


SUBJECT : BAPBOMB 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


Re  Bureau  airtel  to  Birmingham,  3/2/76. 

Enclosed  for  information  of  the  Bureau  is  a copy 
letter  from  DAVID  VANN,  Mayor  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  to  Si 
Birmingham,  dated  3/26/76,  in  which'  Mayor  VANN  responds  to 
Birmingham  letters  to  him  dated  2/25/76  and  3/5/76  relativ^ 
to  captioned  matter. 


,citO 


2/-  Bureau  (Enc. 
2 - Birmingham 
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Approved- 


Sent 


DAVfD  VANN 
MAYOR 
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Oitg  of  (Alabama 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
March  26,  1976 


Mr.  L.  R.  Kirkpatrick 
Special  Agent  in  Charge 
Federal  Bureau,  of  Investigation 
1400  - 2121  Building 

Birmingham,  Alabama  35203 


Dear  Mr.  Kirkpatrick: 

t appreciate  your  two  letters  to  me  dated  February  25th  and 
March  5th,  1976,  relative  to  the  investigation  of  race  related 
bombings  and  violence  in  Birmingham  during  the  early  1960's. 

As  outlined  in  your  February  25th  letter,  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  will  work  with  and  through  the  Alabama  Attorney 
General  regarding  the  16th  Street  Church  bombing.  The  Birmingham 
police  officials  assigned  to  this  investigation  are  already 
working  closely  with  representatives  of  Attorney  General  Baxley's 
Office,  and  any  request  for  additional  information  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  FBI  through  the  Attorney  General. 

Captain  Jack  E.  ^LeGrand  is  the  senior  Birmingham  police 
official  directing  the  Trailways  Bus  Depot  incident  investigation. 
A copy  of  your  March  5th  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  him,  and  I 
am  sure  he  will  contact  you  if  discussions  are  needed  as  outlined 
in  your  letter. 

If  any  changes  are  needed  in  these  procedures,  I will  contact 
you.  Pending  that  necessity,  we  will  work  within  the  framework 
you  have  established. 


Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  thus  far  in  this  matter.  I do 
regret  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  an  effective  way  to  make 
all  information  available  to  our  law  enforcement  officials.  I 
continue  t.o  believe  that  your  confidential  files  on  informants, 
etc.  would  be  most  helpful  and  that  some  way  to  achieve  a higher 
degree  of  cooperation  should  be  available. 


Sincerely, 


/JT?~  " ■ 


David  Vann 


rHE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  State  of  Al  ,ma-  Montgomery,  Alabama  36i 


WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY 

attorney  general  June  1 , 

GEORGE  L.  BECK 

DEPUTY  ATTORNEY  General 

E.  RAY  ACTON 

EXECUTIVE  ASSISTANT 
WALTER  S.  TURNER 
CHTtF  ASSISTANT  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
LUCY  M,  RICHARDS 
CONFIDENTIAL  ASSISTANT 
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CHIEF  INVESTIGATOR 


Honorable  Clarence  M ^Celly 
Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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UilTflor  Sec’y  


Dear  Director  Kelly: 

As  you  may  know  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama  and 
1 the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  Alabama 
\ have  reopened  the  investigation  into  the  1963  bombing  of 
the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham.  We  have  been 
jointly  working  on  the  investigation  for  approximately  six 
months.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation  we  have  received 
some  information  from  the  FBI  Office  in  Birmingham- -primarily 
302  form  reports  of  interviews  with  suspects  and  other  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  members  in  the  Birmingham  area  at  the  time. 

We  are  now  at  a point  in  the  investigation  where  we 
would  like  to  interview  a number  of  the  FBI  agents  who  worke d 
, on_the  case  in  1963  and  1 6 4.  Birmingham.  I have  "enclosed  a 

IiTst  Of 'the  names  of  these  agents. 


We  feel  that  it  is  necessary  for  our  investigators  to 
talk  to  these  agents  to  develop  background  information  on  the^'-'-' 
case  which  is  not  included  in  the  reports  that  are  contained 
in  the  case  file.  These  agents  undoubtedly  spoke  to  a great 
many  people  and  had  leads  of  which  we  are,  unaware. 


Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelly 
Page  Two 
June  1,  1976 


We  would  greatly  appreciate  it,  therefore,  if  you  would 

fUocd  f- c +*o  meef  1*7*5  t~Vi  rtitr  i nvpftt’i  PflfnTS  and 

W1IV*.  — *- ~0 * — — — 

discuss  the  case.  If  you  could  provide  us  with  a list  of  , the 
current  addresses  of  the  agents  we  will  arrange  to  meet  them 
at  places  convenient  to  them. 


We  greatly  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely,  / 0.. 

WILLIAM  jVbAXLEY 


Attorney  General  of  Alabama 

A)}.,'~fe?r  f> St/'*  yji’t  -til  Si-~— 
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Jane  23,  1976 
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Honorable  William  J.  Baxley 
Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama 
Montgomery,  Alabama  36130 

Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 


Ibis  letter  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter, 
also  signed  by  Mayor  David  Vann,  on  June  17,  1976.  Please 
be  advised  that  I am  currently  reviewing  your  request  and  will 
give  you  a response  to  It  in  the  near  future. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  M.  Kelley 


Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Director 


1 - Honorable  David  Vann 
v , Mayor 

Birmingham,  Alabama 

1 - SAC,  Birmingham  (Enc.) 
j.  g*£Copy  of  incoming) 
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Based  on  incoming  letter  dated  June  1,  1976,  received  June  17th 
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July  20,  1976 
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Honorable  William  J.  Baxley 
Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama 


Montgomery,  Alabama  S6130 
Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 

This  letter  la  a farther  response  to  your  letter  of 

June  1,  1976. 


In  the  spirit  of  cooperation,  I will  authorize  the 
Special  Agents  on  your  list  who  are  currently  on  duty  in  the  FBI 
r your  inquiries.  Further,  as  all  of  the  Agents  are  now 
ied  to  field  divisions  other  than  Birmingham,  It  would  be 
It  for  them  to  determine  the  necessary  parameter  of  discus* 
to  avoid  affecting  investigations  which  may  be  pending  In  our 
Ingham  Office.  Therefore,  I suggest  you  furnish  me  with 


Sincerely  yours, 
Q.  M.  Kefiejj 


Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Director 


1 - Honorable  David  Vann 
Mayor 

Birmingham,  Alabama 


SAC,  Birmingham 
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Honorable  William  J.  Baxley 
NOTE: 


Based  on  incoming  letter  dated  June  1,  1976,  and! 
the  Director’s  interim  reply  dated  June  23,  1976. 

This  matter  concerns  an  investigation  being  conducted 
by  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama  and  the  Police  Department  of  Birmingham 
into  the  1963  bombing  of  a church  in  Birmingham.  Pursuant  to  a prior 
request,  the  Birmingham  Office  has  furnished  copies  of  investigative  reports. 


The  current  request  is  to  interview  23  Special  Agents  who  may 
have  personal  knowledge  concerning  the  FBI  investigation  of  the  church 
bombing  which  may  assist  the  Attorney  General  In  his  current  inquiry. 

rtf  4-V^v  OQ  1 A |M  tU**  U 14*. !>  ^Ua 
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following  are  currently  on  duty: 
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7/1/76 

TO:  SAC,  Birainghaa  <157-352) 

FROM:  Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

g)  ) 


ReButels  to  Birainghaa  dated  12/5/75  and  2/23/76. 

Advise  status  of  dissemination  being  made  to  Attorney 
General  William  Baxley  in  captioned  matter. 
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Transmit  the  following  in  . 

AIRTEL 


Via  . 


( Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  


(Precedence) 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT  /''"^BAPBOMB 


DIRECTOR,  B&I  (157-1025) 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-552) 

{or  review  by.  Kowc  ^ 


Re  Bureau  airtel  to  Birmingham,  7/1/76. 

Birmingham  has  been  furnishing  information  from 
its  files  to  GEORGE  W.  ROYER,  JR.,  Assistant  Attorney- 
General,  Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  State  of  Alabama, 
WILLIAM  BAXLEY,  from  captioned  case  since  12/12/ o. 
Birmingham  has  not  furnished  any  Information  which  would 
tend  to  reveal  informants  or  confidential  sources.  Based 
on  his  request  for  specific  information,  the  items  whxch 
have  been  furnished  to  ROYER  are  as  follows: 

On  12/12/75,  copies  of  the  following  FD-302s 
were  furnished  to  ROYER: 


s' 
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* EI  JUL  12  1976  j 
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ent  in  Charge 


GPO  ; 1975  O - 590-992 


BH  157-352 


The  following  items  were  furnished,  to  ROYER 
on  12/12/76:  (copies  of  FD-302s) 


Insert  reflecting  summary  of  polygraph 
interviews  with  several  of  the  above-named 
individuals. 

Copy  of  FBI  Laboratory  Report  dated  9/20/63* 

On  12/19/75,  ROYER  was  furnished  with  copies 
of  the  following  FD-302s: 


9/19/63 
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REBUTEL  AUGUST  23,  l9?6. 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  HAS  NO  OBJECTION  TO  BUREAU  PROPOSAL 
FOR  RESPONDING  TO  BAXLEY’S  REQUES^jT£ggNTER\^^  ^ ^ 

CONTAINED  IN  RETEL.  HOWEVER,  BAXLEY’S  PATENTLY  FALSE  

STATEMENT  THaT  I HAVE  QUOTE  STOPPED  RETURNING  HIS  7 SEP  14  ^ 
ASSISTANTS*  TELEPHONE  CALLS  UNQUOTE  SHOULD  ALERT  FBI  HQ  r"—“  ~mm~~ 

AS  IT  HAS  THIS  OFFICE,  TO  INSURE  THAT  CONDITIONS  FOR  DEALING 
WITH  BAXLEY  IN  ANY  AREA  OF  HIS  INVESTIGATION  ARE  TO  BE 
CLEARLY  PRE-SET  IN  WRITING  AND  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  ESTABLISHED 
PROCEDURES  AND  GUIDELINES  AVAILABLE  TO  ADEQUATELY  PROTECT 
THE  CONFIDENTIALITY  OF  OUR  FILES  WHERE  APPROPRIATE.  IN  THIS 
REGARD,  THE  BUREAU  MAY  P;ESIRE  ^ GIVE  SERIOUS  CONSIDERATION 

»>  - HKnnKnmi.i.riiri  y»P  ftPPf  «P  ftp  I Pf>  il  pmUIPPI 
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FBIHQ  PRESENT  DURING  PROPOSED, INTERVIEWS  TO  PROVIDE  A 

broader  base  of  experience  in  these  matters  than  might  be 

AVAILABLE  FROM  THE  BIRMINGHAM  PRICIPAL  LEGAL  OFFICER • 

IF  MR.  BAXLEY'S  COMPLETED  INVESTIGATION  ULTIMATELY  RESULTS 
IN  SOMETHING  LESS  THAN  PROSECUTION,  THERE  IS  A POSSIBILITY 

that  he  may  publicly  claim  that  his  efforts  were 

UNSUCCESSFUL  BECAUSE  OF  THE  LACK  OF  FBI  COOPERATION. 

THIS,  OF  COURSE,  SHOULD  IN  NO  WAY  INFER  THAT  WE  NOT 
COOPERATE  WITH  BAXLEY  TO  THE  FULLEST  EXTENT  POSSIBLE; 

HOWEVER,  HIS  STATEMENT  THAT  THIS  OFFICE  HAS  NOT  RETURNED 

TELEPHONE  C^LS  TO  ANY  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  HIS  OFFICE  HAS 

NO  BASIS  IN  FACT  WHATSOEVER  AND,  AS  A MATTER  OF  FACT,  THIS 

■ . 

OFFICE  HAS  ATTEMPTED  TO  FURNISH  MR.  BAXLEY  ALL  INFORMATION 
HE  HAS  ^ESUpTED  WITH  EXCEPTION  OF  INFORMATION  WHICH 
WOULD  IDENTIFY  CONFIDENTIAL  SOURCES. 
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Honorable  Will law  j Ana* Icy 
Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama 
UontgisssrypSXabaBa  26130 


Dear  Hr.  Attorney  General: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  o f you r letter 
4* ted  July  26,  1976,  advising  that  you  consider  submission 
f written  inquiries  to  Special  Agents  of  this  Bureau 
boa  you  wish  to  interview  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

I have  every  desire  to  be  as  cooperative  aa 
“Sevlbls  in  this  Muttv?!  Cw&slstv&t  with  bj  Kspossibilitiss 
for  maintaining  the  security  of  Information  in  FBI  files 
which  must  remain  confidential.  Therefore,  I will  authorize 
Interviews  of  those  Agents  presently  on  duty  with  the 
Jkrrcau  by  members  of  your  staff,  provided  such  interviews 
fere  conducted  at  Birmingham,  in  the  presence  of  other  3Ttii 
ropxc-.sentativoD  familiar  with  this  matter.  Their  presence 
will  bo  necessary  to  insure  that  matters  which  must  remain 
confidential  are  net  discussed. 

For  your  information,  only  12  of  the  23  Agents 
previously  named  by  you  are  presently  on  duty.  Also,  one 
of  the  Agent?  you  wish  to  interview,  James  House  Site, 
is  deceased. 

If  you  desire  to  conduct  the  Interviews  of  the 
12  Agents  now  on  active  «£uty  in  accordance  with  the  above- 
mentioned  procedure , 1 would  ask  that  you  contact  the 
Special  Agent  in  charge  of  our  Birmingham  Officer  t$  proceed 


with  the  necessary  arrangements. 
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Your  letter  stated  that  the  Agentfiwao 
(providing  your  staff  with  requested  information  from  the 

\Uiro  Vi  VHi  9M  AA  W 4 MfetW W*  VAAAWV  

k ^ O “JJ:  l 5 \ ’ - * 


IE 


- SAC,  Birmingham 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  SEE  NOTE,  PAGE  2 
SEE  NOTE,  PAGE  4 
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Honorable  t’illinm  J.  Baxley 


calls  from  members  o f your  staff.  Far  your  Information, 

X bare  been  advised  by  the  Special  Agent  In  charge  at 
Birmingham  that  there  have  been  no  calls  from  your  staff 
which  have  not  been  responded  to,  and  that  all  Information 
which  your  staff  has  requested  has  been  furnished  except 
for  that  information  which  would  identify  confidential 
sources. 


X feel  sure  that  as  you  become  aware  of  manpower 
and  financial  commitments  Involved  in  bringing  the  above- 
mentioned  Agents  to  Birmingham  for  Interviews,  you  will 
have  a greater  appreciation  of  the  extent  of  my  desire 
to  furnish  maximum  possible  assistance  to  you  In  this 
matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  M.  Kelley 

Clarence  K.  Kelley 
Director 


1 - Honorable  David  Vann 
Mayor 

Birmingham,  Alabama 


NOTE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

Re  Bureau  teletype  8/23/76  and  your  teletype 
8/24/76i  copy  of  inepming  previously  furnished  to  you. 
For  your  Information,  above-mentioned  Agents  presently 
on  active  duty  are: 


Honorable  11111am  <?.  Baxley 


EQTfi  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  COSTIHUEDl 


If  and  vhea  arrangements  are  made  with  Mr*  Baxley  tor  interviews 
of  above  Agents,  adviae  FBIBQ  ao  that  appropriate  instruction* 
may  be  forwarded  to  those  Agents. 

Referenced  teletype  suggest®  representative  of 
Legal  Counsel  Division  be  present  at  interviews.  Such 
presence  not  considered  necessary  as  no  legal  questions 
are  involved* 
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Honorable  tfilllaia  J.  Baxley 


ROTE: 

Captioned  case  concerns  tombing  of  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church  In  Birnlnghaa,  Alabama,  9/15/63,  resulting 
in  four  deaths  and  personal  injury  to  16  other  persons* 

At  bis  request,  after  appropriate  contact  with  Civil 
Eights  Division,  we  furnished  certain  results  of  our  in- 
vestigation to  Baxley*  By  air tel  7/9/76,  Birmingham 
listed  numerous  documents  furnished  to  Baxley  and  advised 
that  no  additional  information  had  been  requested  by  him 
since  3/5/76,  the  date  on  which  the  last  documents  requested 
were  furnished* 

Apparently  based  on  results  of  his  review  of 
documents  previously  furnished,  Baxley  has  requested  to 
interview  22  Special  Agents  who  participated  In  above 
investigation  la  Birmingham  in  1963-64.  Our  initial 
response  advised  we  would  authorise  submission  of  written 
questions  to  the  Agents  as  a means  of  cooperation  but 
maintaining  Integrity  of  our  files  and  pending  matters 
within  Birmingham  Division*  Incoming  advised  that  approach 
unsatisfactory.  It  also  alleges  Bureau  has  not  been 
responding  satisfactorily  to  Baxley's  past  requests  (for  facts 
see  memorandum  3/30/76,  copy  attached  for  ready  reference) 
and  that  Birmingham  has  mot  answered  telephone  calls  from 
Baxley's  staff. 

Aspect  regarding  suggestion  of  Birmingham  for 
presence  of  legal  Counsel  Division  representative  at 
interviews  coordinated  with  that  Division* 
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WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


JACK  D.  SHOWS 

CHIEF  INVESTIGATOR 


State  of  . ama  ■ Montgomery,  Alabama 


July  26,  1976 
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Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Director  , 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C.  20535  / 

n.  , ^ I 

Dear  Director  Kelley:  ,.j- 


o>  rn 


I have  your  letter  of  July  20,  1976.  As  you  recall  in 
our  earlier  letter  to  you  we  requested  permission  to  inter- 
view the  FBI  agents  who  participated  in  the  investigation 
of  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Birmingham  in  1963.  In  response  to  our  request  to  interview 
these  agents,  you  have  requested  us  to  submit  written 
inquiries  to  be  forwarded  to  these  agents. 
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I must  say  that  I am  somewhat  surprised  by  your  response 
to  our  letter.  As  a veteran  law  enforcement  officer,  you  must 
know  from  your  .own  experience  that  the  procedure  you  have 
suggested  for  interviewing  the  agents  in  question  is  wholly  ■ 
impractical  and  unworkable  investigative  procedure.  The  sub-  i 
mission  of  written  inquiries  is  no  substitute  whatsoever  for 
face  to  face  interviews. 

I hope  that  this  suggestion  by  your  office  is  not  simply 
another  example  of  Bureau  "footdragging"  in  this  case.  We  have 
met  repeated  resistence  from  the  Bureau  evepy  since  we  began'  1 
requesting  information  concerning  the  church  bombing  in  1971. 

On  a number  of  separate  occasions  I made  personal  requests  for  , 
information  from  various  Bureau  high  ranking  personnel,  teach 
time  I simply  received  no  answer  or  was  put  off.  Finally,  after 
making  a trip  to  Washington  myself,  we  were  told  that  we  could 
have  access  to  FBI  files,  on  the  case.  . ..  . 
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Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelley 

r ^ rp. 

it  a.'-j  c:  ± wu 

July  26,  1976 


However,  this  granting  by  the  FBI  of  access  to  the  files 
I has  been  more  illusary  than  real.  My  personnel  who  have 
i traveled  to  Birmingham  to  obtain  information  from  the  files 
have  been  told,  in  effect,  that  only  what  they  specifically 
ask  for  will  be  given  to  them.  This,  of  course,  presents 
somewhat  of  a problem  when  we  have  virtually  no  idea  of  what 
information  is  contained  in  the  Bureau's  files  on  the  case  in 
the  first  place.  Finally,  as  of  late,  the  agent  in  charge  of 
providing  our  personnel  with  information  from  the  Bureau's 
files  in  Birmingham  has  stopped  returning  my  assistants' 
telephone  calls. 

I simply  cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  the  Bureau  in 
acting  the  way  it  has  in  this  case.  The  statute  of  limitations 
has  long  run  on  any  possible  federal  violation  that  could  be 
prosecuted  in  the  case.  As  a prosecutor,  I would  be  more  than 
willing  and  happy  to  provide  any  information  I might  have  on  a 
case  on  which  the  state  statute  of  limitations  has  run  if  there 
was  any  hope  of  ever  bringing  a prosecution  in  another  juris- 
diction. 


As  I have  said,  I trust  that  your  suggestion  that  we  submit 
written  inquiries  to  the  agents  in  question  is  not  indicative 
of  further  recalcitrance  on  the  part  of  the  Bureau  to  provide 
this  office  with  information  in  this  case.  I am  writing  this 
letter  in  the  hope  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  method 
of  investigative  procedure  is  totally  impractical.  I hope  that 
you  will  give  us  permission  to  interview  the  agents  who  worked 
on  the  case  before  I am  forced  to  pursue  an  alternative  method 
of  getting  the  information  I feel  we  need. 

We  would  greatly  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 
I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  concerning  our  request. 


BILL  BAXLEY 
Attorney  General 
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cc:  David  Vann 

Mayor,  City  of  Birmingham 
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PERSONAL  ATTEKTIOB 
BAPBQBB 

RSMYLET  TO  WILLIAM  BAXLEY,  ATTOSUHT  CEKERAL  OF  STATE  OF 

ALABAMA  DATED  JOBS  23,  1*7* , ACMOWADGIBG  RECEIPT  OF  MIS 

LETTER  DATED  FURS  1,  lt76,  COPIES  OF  DOTS  OF  tKJCB  WERE  FEE* 

VIGO SLY  FURBISHED  TO  TOO,  AMD  BY  LETTER  TO  BAXLEY  DATED 

Four  SO,  1*76,  COPIES  ALSO  FUKKISBED  TO  TOO, 

L'n  BAXLEY'S  LETTER  OF  FUME  1,  1076,  REQUESTED  AUTHORITY  TO 

UCTEHYIEW  23  BAKED  AGISTS  TBO  FORKED  OR  CAPTIOMED  CASE  IK 

BYR^IRCRAB  IS  1263  ftftd  1264.  KY  RESPORSE  OF  JULY  20,  1276, 

ADYISED  BAXLEY  I WOULD  ADTBQR1ZX  AGERTS  CDRREE1LY  OR  ICTY  TO 

AHSYSR  BIS  XRQUISIES  BY  MAY  OF  RXSPGSDXIC  TO  V&1YTEK  QUESTIOHS, 

-/  

20  AS  TO  A70XD  POSSIBLE  DISCLOSURE  OF  XVFCBKATIOR  AFFECT  ISO 

PEKDIBG  MATTERS. 

, BY  LETTER  DATED  FBLY  26,  1276,  COPY  BXIIG  FUpKISpDrTO 

TOO  SEPARATELY,  BAXLEY  ADTISED  TEAT  ABOVE  F0&1&ORS  ^pC^TAMF 
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PAGE  TWO  157-1025 

AfiD  BE  AGAIN  REQUESTED  AUTHOR RT  TO  INTERVIEW  ACE5TS.  HE 
ALSO  STATED  K£  SAD  CELT  BEES  GIVES  ISFOEKAT IOH  SPECIFICALLY 
REQUESTED  15  THE  PAST  AND  THAT  ~F IN ALLY,  AS  OF  LATE,  THE 
AGENT  fif  CHARGE  OF  PROVIDING  OGB  PERSOBMEL  WITH  DfFORSATlOK 
IEOH  THE  BUREAU’S  FILES  2X  BIEHINGHAX  HAS  STOPPED  RETURN LBS 
HT  ASSISTANTS'  TELEPHONE  CALLS*". 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  FURNISHING  NAXZHQH  POSSIBLE  COOPERA- 
TION TO  BAXLEY,  FBXBQ  PROPOSES  RESPONDING  TO  BAXLEY  BY 
RTATTjpGr  TOT»Tmfi  OF  SgESTS  SON  CS  DUTY  SILL  BE  AUTHQEI2SD 
IF  SAKE  CONDUCTED  IN  B1RXZNGHAH  IN  PRESENCE  OF  AGENT 
FEOK  YOUR  OFFICE  KNOWLEDGEABLE  REGARDING  CAPTIONED  CASE  TO 
INSURE  HATTERS  WHICH  RUST  RENA  IN  CONFIDENTIAL  ARE  NOT 
DISCUSSED*  IF  ABOVE  PROCEDURE  IS  AGREEABLE  TO  BAXLEY,  BE 
WILL  BE  REQUESTED  TO  CONTACT  YOU  TO  HAKE  NECESSARY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS* AS  ARRANGEMENTS  ARE  HADE,  INCLUDING  DATES  FOR  SPECIFIC 
nfjPBWTrwg^  AGENTS  NOW  ON  BUTT,  ALL  OF  "*»* « i»r  wcTrmm  «n 
OTHER  DIVISIONS,  TILL  BE  INSTRUCTED  BY  F8ZBQ  TO  PROCEED  YD 
BXRKIHGHAK  FDR  INTERVIEW* 

BE  WILL  ALSO  BE  ADVISED  TEAT  OF  THE  AGENTS  NAKED  BY  HIK,  ONE 
IS  DECEASED,  AMD  TEN  OTHERS  IRV  NO  LONGER  ZS  BUREAU  SERVICE* 
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157-1025 

SUTEL  YOUR  OBSERVATIONS  AJTD  KECQEEEK DAT IONS  ULCAEDIKG 
ABOVE  PROCEDURE . ALSO  FBEHISH  TACTS  REGARDING  BAXLEY’S 
STATEMENT  THAT  TOOK  OFFICE  HAS  TAILED  TO  RETURN  PHOHE 
CALLS  TBOH  HIS  STAFF  SO  THAT  APPROPRIATE  RESPONSE  HAT  HE 
HADE  TO  THAT  ASPECT  OF  HIS  LETTER. 

AFIXUD  THIS  HATTER  PREFERRED  ATTEST ICH. 
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Captioned  case  concents  bombing  of  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  0/15/G3,  resulting 
In  Tour  deaths  end  personal  injury  to  16  other  persons. 


At  his  request,  after  appropriate  contact  with  the 
Civil  Rights  Division,  we  have  been  furnishing  certain 
results  of  our  investigation  to  Baxley,  By  airtcl  7/9/7G, 
BirSlufuSS  lietOu  SnSSCrCSS  dOCSSSCBt"  fBTSisfccd  tO  BsxXcy 
and  advised  that  no  additional  information  had  been  requested 
by  him  since  3/6/76,  the  date  on  which  the  last  documents 
requested  were  furnished. 

Proposed  approach  appears  to  be  the  only  available 
additional  cooperative  step  which  can  be  taken,  short  of 
subjecting  Agents  to  interview  without  benefit  of  informed 
guidance  as  to  shat  they  can  properly  discuss  with  Baxley’s 
staff  so  as  to  avoid  possible  compromise  of  information  in 
Birmingham  files  which  must  remain  confidential. 


Incoming  letter  Implies  that  failure  to  make  Agents 
available  as  requested,  may  result  in  issuance  of  subpoenas 
by  Baxley. 
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'united  states  government 


Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (C) 


date:  9-9-76 


7 


BAPBOMB 


3-  Copies  made  by  CJX . 
for  review  by.  Rowe  Task  jBfGe 

x Data \ \ ~l $ 

l 

ReBHtel  to  Director,  8/24/76. 

Enclosed  for  the  information^Cf  the  Bureau  is 
one  copy  of  an  article  entitled  "Jftj^Birmingham  Bombers , 
1963-1976"  written  by  BI^S/'CORNWELL,  a reporter  for  the 
Birmingham  Post-Herald,  which  appeared  in  the  9/4/76 
edition  of  "The  Nation".  p. . 

This  article  was  furnished  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
by  Captain  Jack  LeGrand  of  the  Birmingham  Police  Department. 
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